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i CORRENCY BXCHANSGS IV SOUTHBAST ASIA
2 v -
'3 Fonday, Auvgust 2, 1971
4 - - -
5 {louze of Representatives,
& | Subcomritiee on Forelgn Operaticons
7| nnd Government Information of the
3 . Committes on Government Gparations,
9 The svheeanittee met, pursuant to yecess, at 10:00
0 a’2lock a.w. i Room 2203 Rayburan House Office Building,
11 i Honowable William €. Moorhead (Chairman) presiding.
12 PRECENT: Reprosentatives Moorhead, Reid and
13 Molloshey,
i STAFF PRESENT: William G. Phillips, Subcormittee
i3 Staff birector; NWNorman G. Cornish; Subcommittee Daputy Staff
i8 Director; Dale E. Moser, Supervizory Auditor, GAOr and
17 William Copenhaver, Minority Staff.
18
19 -
20 Mr. Moorhead. The Subcomnittee on Foraign Operations
23 and Govermnant Information will pleasg come Lo order.
) While waiting for the members o arrive T will make an
23 Il opening statewent.
24 During the past several weeks we have been looking inte
25 the econony and efficiesncy of the operations of the United
i Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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States Assictoncs Provyramg in Vietnam, Cambodia and Loas. We

hove yevieved Yhe degose of ineguity in the exchonge rates in
the curyency of ag: the U, 8. dollar. We have

begun our inguiriss lunte the long~vange implications of U. S.
sugistenoe operaticns to helpn strengthen ths ecowvomic trade

gnd stability of thase nations once U. 8, military support has

Tidkewice, we Rove raviewsd vavious econmmy and efficiendy
apeses of such progrens as commodity imports, health,

rafugaes, publiic safedy, and rurel Jdevalopment and othexr types

activities invoelved in the so-called: JORDS

cliassification Proorans.

and ‘Thursday afternocons of this week will be

devoted to hearing additional witnesses on the operation of the

black marked currency manipulation and other 1liegal activities
in thoze countries.

The Asdotent Sacretary of the Treasury, Eug@ﬂé Rossides
will be the principal witness on Thursday. Following the
hearving that day © will discuss with the other members of the
subcommittes the oversll plans and tinmetable for reports on
these hearings to the advisability of resuming certain investl-
gative heerings in September after the vecess.

EArlier in our hearings we discussed vazlﬁus asp@ct& of

the pacification program carried on by the CORDS organization.

Ambsscador Colby, rormeyr head of the programs, teatified two

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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weeks ago today. Hexbers have been disturbed by certain

allegntions nnde2 byths U, 8. invelvemeni in the Phoenix progran

videsr whdoh sowe 22,000 persens of the Viet Cong infrastruciture

past year. We learned that “neutralized

., B B omen B e n T
ware neutralised i :

2

mzang killed, iLuprizcned or rallied.

Ambasezdor Colbxw wendt into zome detail about the Phoenis
ﬁ@@g&am in a supplosgntal statement he gubritted to the gub-
committee. Yo alas regpondad to numsrous gquestions about its
ehiostives and lva operational chavacterisztics.

For th: resozd, I would like to include an article in
s Nexy York Tinmes which is headlined: “Rewards up to
$13,000 Sui: fer Casztured Viet Cong.”

Withour obi2ction 1t will be made part of the record.

{The docunoant wreferred to Follows):

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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L.

Mr. ¥oorhzad. I weuld also like o inciude in the

= - - . & o P P, o e
vorord & leotns o na foom Me. Be W  Komer, who was formaxliy

S < e AR
Dead of fhn OO

X . T
oncloses an article by My.

e

forter ma the syticie will

P
b
5
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Jud

Todmy wa wiil hear from two outside witnenaes who wil

afficiency of the field operations

raegens: Mr, Michael Ukl and Mr.

n the U. 8. hrmed Forces in
vietnam duving the past several vearz. Both are officers with
coprnnd recponsibility in the intelligencs area, charged with

implanenting warions directives, ordevs and stated objectives

shatoments and then both will be available for guestions from
the wembers of the subcormittee and the staff.

Myr. Uhl and Mr. Osborn, wﬁll you come forward to the
witness table, plesse.

Thia beiny zn investigative hearing, we will swear vou
both, if yau wili viease rise and raise your right hand.

Do vou zolexily swear that the testimony you are about
o give this suboommiictee will be the truth, the whole %ruth
and mothing but the truth, so help you Cod?

My, Uhl., I do.

Mr. Osboxrn. I do.

Mr. HMoovhsad. Mr. Uhl, since vou have a pnreparad state-
ment, why don't veou proceed first.

Do you have anv statenent, Mr. Reid?

Mr. Reid. Ho.

'g Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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1 STRUEMENT OF MICHAEL J. UL, PURLIC WITNESS H
2 #Y: KENNETH OSROEN, PUBLIC WITNESS
?
4t My nars ig Michael J. Ukl. T am curventiy listed in
b
55 é weverds ag n retired Pirst fLieutenant by virtue of my
o g disability,
~ 1 Juon errivel un the Republic of Vietnzn in Nbvamber of
o LEEU e
a b Mr. Heooxtizad. For the vecord vou might give us vour
:
6y i address hare.
54 é Mr, Uni. I eurrently reside in New York City. I am
co i uBing By parents’ address as ﬁy address of recovd: 35
§3 Coppectres Lang, Rabvion, New York, Code 11702,
14 } Ar. Hosrhesd. Thank vou.
15 Mr. Uhi. Upon arrival in the Republic of Vietnam in
PG Hovember of 1768 T was znsigned as the Tean Chief of the lst
v | Militayy Zntelligencs meam {lst MIT}, 1llth Brigade, Americal
i Bivigion. ¥ vemained with the llﬁh Brigade until late May
£ 1859, at vhich time ¥ was medicqlly evacuated, Mavinq CORLTAC
263 ted pulmonary tuberculeosis.
23 The lgt MIT consisted of threg sections: Counter
29 intelliigence (CI}), Order of Rattle 1083, and Interrogatlaon of
- Prisoner of War (IPW). My primary function was to administer
24 the teen and coordinate iis @ffoftsy in Qrﬁer o fulfill our
25 rmission of providing the combat brigade with tactical
Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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Intelligence for immediate exploitation and seovrity from

gomproanles of its opevations. By virtue of wmy Military
Gueapaticonal Specialivy (MOE) I also had direch zupervisory

control over the €T sescotion.

Through wy testimony todav I hope to convay, generally,

e

a porspective ghared by many of my veteran comrades., This is
a perspoctive gained Srom the £leld, of those charged with the
responsibility for inplementing ambiguous and often abgolutely
miglieading directives, poiicies and Stendard Operating Pro-~
cxpivres. Moot of these I belisve to b2 based on fallacicus
snziveis of the historical and contemporary Vietnamese situa~
Lion, not to mention a fundeamentally miszgulided concept of |
whnat the rele of the United States shounld be in foreign

affairg

s
s &

&

I 3o not male these chavrges iightly. For those who have
strong beliefs in the many revolutionavy concspts that first
shaped ocur nation, dizillusicnment does not come easily. OCur

svsten has evolved away from the hest sentiments of Thomas

[ .

Paine, Sam AdsmeT Patrick Henry, and thousands like them
throughout ouyr historv.

Williem Jennings Bryan, in splte of his faillings, sumued
up nany of these scentinents before this wvery body. At that
time Congress was debating whether or not to withdraw Aﬁeriw&m
troops from the Philippines.

"and go with the natien. It is of age and it can do

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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ov forxce instecad of raasong
QEn
cannoi repsl noral 1liv oy escape
homan rights . .

Fopges Al E o F o S e =
Sow the violation of

Wil liam

3 e Aot meaab oorvmpd ] .
Since this suboonmittee is enjoi

o make my comments

linen whersvor pagzible,.

ot losgi %ith tactick level MI operationg, waiie and ineffi-

slency ave the rula, 2ot exception.
It is not &t all unpredlictable,
that

learned from the Puntagon Papers,

MY programs like
onposed
Embassador Colby.

Por instancsa,

Yhoenix targeited sneciflc high ievgl Vietcong infrastructura

whose identity had been established by

inteiligence sourcasz. In his prepared

before thisz commitize on July 199 1871

esting statlietics. »Awong these ia the
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the traditions of the past; it

irniplies upon which this nat

conjuer weaker people;
2 thely property and kill

the punishuneut the decreed

and funding of govasmmental operad
walavant o

It is generally

Fhoonix, for example, iz dismetrically

to the administrative porspective eof formey CORDS chief

Axbassadoyr Colby gave the impression that

1109

ton rests;
it osn substitute might
Lt ecan vw;éai& theix;
their seople: but it

» L]

Jennings drvan.

ned Lo hear testimony

thege guide~

rly obvious that

given what we have

my opervational perspac-

at leagt three uwnrelated

statement ﬁ@liV@”@@
several

he oites inter

nunber of Vietcong
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Infrastructurs (X} succescfully targeted and "neutralized®
Auring the paried 1963 - HMay L1971, 1970 figurez showy 22,341

VoI "peutyalized.® Colby thus wounld have ug believe that the

vast majerity of thees people were tavgeted accoyding Lo the

Thiz cepacily on the part of MI groups in Vietnom scems
o me greaatly axasggoerated. B mammoth task wceh zs this would
grestly tag oven our vesourcesful ¥3T, vhere we have none of
the vast crous-culiural problems to contend with.

What btypes of oberations “g@n@x&ﬁéﬁwﬁﬁié Supplameﬁtafy
hady count tﬁ@m, aasuming the figures are accurate? It was my
experience that the malority of people classified as VC were
"captured” as a result of sweeping tactical operations. In
effect, a huge dragnet was cast ocut in ocur avea of operation
{AR} and whalever locked good in the catch, regavdless of
evidences, was classified as VCI.

MI personnel do not have an "active™ combat rols.
Neverthelsss, the izt MIT had A reputaticn of being an aggres-—
give unit that did »neot shy away from initiatihq and participa-
ting in combat patrols. On.bne oceasion, shortly after I had
joined the toesm, I was on the land line, land communicatieon,
x@paxéimg to my Comnending Officer (CO) at Division. In the

3 a"" ) 3 e »
couress of glving him an account of the week's activities, T

mentioned that we had staged several MI patrols. Hs reprimande

"me .slichtly, saying that he did not want ¢o loge "valuable®™ MY

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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parsounel on woullns combat pairols; replacemwents weres hard to

A

nformed me that the only iustification for

- PR T PR, W7 - 2 i
14 LONEE OV, HEE FR AW RS N Y §

MY peopie Lo 2 watvol wan for the purpoze of hunting
dozn YOI, Pron thalt poins on, sny “bedy count® weguiting from
en MI patrol wers sutomatically listed as VOI. To my knou-
ladge, in foet, all those killed be lat MIW on =h p&&rals,
were claszifled as VWI only after their denths. There was
wever eny avidener 9o justifv such a classification.

é Phe IV gection, I would estinate -~ again I stress
*gatimate” - ivterrmurnted an average of fwenty pzople per day.
g M. Moorbaed, I8 thabt your team: 20 pey dav?
Mr. Chi. Yes. gir.
Thepe Wietnaness were generally turned over to MI by our
variops Combac vniig; &s‘vc suspects., Theve was an extre-

I

ordinayry degree of cosmand prcsgu”e piaced on the interroga-

Py

tion officay o clasusify detainees turaned over o IPW as Civil
efondants (CDg). Ag cppoged o innwmcent civilians (ICs) these
are poople adjudged Lo haﬂ@ violated Vietnswmesze lsw,
It waz 2 feregone conclugion that the overwhelming
majority of detainees could not be alasuifhad az priseners of
war {(PWs) since the conditionz of cap e did not meet the

rigid criterisz set up to make that classificaticn. Therefore,
she way that the Erigade measured it¢s success weas not only by
ita "body count” end “kill ratio” but by the number of CDs it

had captured., Not oniy was there no due procass, which we as

: Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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Imericong conzider ¢o be smong man's "naturzl righte,” but

fully all &he Jetalagos were brutalized and many we
Iiterally torturad.

ALl oDs. basaucs of this conmend pressure, {(the majority

23

our detainens were clpesified as UDs) were listed as VCI.

af

(551

T wy knowladys, not one of these pecple ever frealy admitted
being & codre swmbar. And again, contvexy to Coiby's statement,
pogt of our ONs vers wonmen and childven. Mr. Colby, in yes-
worne o n direch guestion, denied that ngzicamm actually

exseoined povar of sroest over Vl&iﬁm&mﬂﬂ civiiinng in Due

2

P, wihsre the

Brigads base camp was located, we could
sxrent end detnin ur wili any Vietnawese civilisn we desired,
withoud o wuoh a8 o vhisper of coordination with ARVN ox CWiT .
suihorities. Sut the inpact of this oversight in Ambassador
Collvrtag fastimony @alws.when compared to his gensral lack of
vnderstanding of what is actually going on in tha field,

I mentionsd absva that in order to be listed as ver at
laact three different intelligence agencies had To target ﬁh@
same individusl, Uven if this were true, which it wasn'e in
0y QRpey rienca he most crucial omission in this progression
iz not even addressed. That is: what steps ére zaken to assuvrg
that informaition used ¢o denounce any individusl iz reliable?

The lst MIT employed eleven coded sources. These were
inﬁig@n@ms sub-agents paid to provide us with "hot intel” om

the V¢ personalitiocs znd movement in our A0. We had no way of |

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7 «1
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atcground of rhege scurcas, not their motiva-

fhon For oo ng Sworiczn vnivs Witk information. No

i dewmn cuoke or uvnderstood Vietnamase well

1

cnovoh to independsatly debrief any *ocontact. Hone of us

cesen sufficdontiy sepitive to now  koowledgable of the law,
#he eniture, the custons, the history, eto.

gur paid geurcess could easily have heen @ithar pProvo-

snfaors oF onpoarteasieis with a score to sstile. Every Infor-

gabion Repori (IR) we wroli bassd on our sources® information
wag olagaified az }) unverifiable and 2) usually reliable
emusac.  As bo She Fixst, it speaks for itgelf; the second, in
soat cemes wag pure rationale for the suistencs of the program,

The unverified and in fact unverifizble information,
navertheless, wos used regulerly as input to Artillery stzikes,
yarrassnent =nd Interdiction fize (H&l), B52 and other air
strikes, ofter on populated areas.‘ We churned cut a dozen IRs
par waek, not backuse 1t was good ox reliable infermation, but
it was ouy miszsion. ~§aftharmor@, it was nct possible, given
the conditions in Vietnam, for a tactical unit to produce
fiad intelligence data.

The Intelligence Contingency Fund {(3¢7), a classified
fund, provides payroll and incentives for these 2sgentially
ueeless subagents. Noral, ideolcgical and political cuestions
aside literelly millions of dallaés must be sgquandered veavly

in operationz similar Lo the omne I describad ax temboronoeonsly, |

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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il over Viet @atl over the world.

A bt ] % e s o v . ) pravpery
2g ¥ do, that Pheenix ig & hoex

izl Bhouseads of Yielnamese ave indiscrimipately classgifiad

. [ S . g
ar VO »e Oafddsn 8 4

targeting procsfure ~—- based on
o evidence - then this iz just one more cologsal example of
washed fumdls and porsonneld.

Do rt, © Sew wors millions are wasted swonyg the

2

wanted boefers them. be the troops vetuxrn frem South-

ceat Bsia, whe onsi of thiz war will continue for many years

tation. Taose soaved poychelogically from having bean exscu—

of pruial wolicies will not only sesk medical and
ipavoiel welief, but in o real sense, represent a human re-
rmarican Institntiong.

Mr. Mocrhoead. Thank you very much, M., Uhl.

Befors we quesiion you we will hear from Mr. Osborn.
Mr. Oshorn, yamﬁmay procsed,

Mr. Osborn., 'Fhank you, Mr. Chalrman.

s ¥. Dorion Oshorn. Y am a resident of

e

My aane
Washington, D. C., 5205 Sherrier Placé, Narﬁhwégt, ~Washington,
T would like to describe wy role as it w@s pevipheval
#o the Pheenix Progran and give you an ides of the context in -
which T was asscciated with both militwy intelligence and the

rantral Intelligence Rgancy Program.

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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T was in Viotnoa From Sophesber 1967 until Decesbew
1667, AL thon vine 7 was in the Army on active duty. I had
homen Teained for six sonths ab Fort Holabird, Mervland, in &

ied progrem of illegel agent handiing, vhich

@
4
g
L
0
o
At

sovay
&gmghﬁ'aﬁ o Find. pouruit, Srain end manage and later terimin~

©n >

for wliitnry inteliligencs.

Mr. Uaid. auld vou explain what you mean By
Tropminats

Mo, Ogbor. Yerminate, that is to ralease agents from
¢hoiy duties as they performed them for the agent handler once
shoy no lenger were of use for the agent.

¥r. Reid. Do vou imply by that with euntreme prejudice?

M. Oshorn, There are two ways: one is with pmju&ice
and one is without prajudlce.

With reejudica me&né simply - without px@jééic@ first
of 217, iz to:rtsll the man or weman he has done mkgoaa job;
Cgive thea a p&yaff oy whatever and let them go; algo to estab-
1ish a fuiure contact arrangamant.

“With poejudien is éubc&t@goriz@d into two ééeé$. ﬁith
prajudice may mesn simply that the agent did a had ﬁoh; in
some vay was judged not leyal or whatever, and was not to be
hized again and was ©o be put on a list of undesirable per-
ﬁonaliﬁieg which thev call "Black List." |

With gxtyeme prejudice is to murder the individual

right out because he or she constitutes a knowlaedgable person

/Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7"
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mhare Lo b vhols oyele eallad “The intelligence cvele,”

from hepoint of nceding an agent and gelng to £ind one through

2

et

shep cobriafing vhom and then eve tual texmination.

-

that roflocted exivems prejudice?

Hr., Ooborn, Yus, I was. Let me axplaln zhat

»

areived thare in 67 - i suppese I became eperalional aftét
iy wecks in Vietnsm. The operation was in the IKOR area

gsouth of Sa-naag City. I lived in the civilian commurd
2 oover name and cover status in Da-Nang City. I - w@as under

the cover of o €S~ Dopartment of Defense Civilian who was

&»

refuges Programs-end zo forth. I made my awn cavera.

there as a free sgent to organize and to provide infaxmatian

to use in coaxbat.

H

The First Marine Division, Third Marine, various Army

vnite were in the srez, but all American.

The Teas I didn’t wc“k with any of the Vietnawese in

any capacity is that I performed unllateral cperaﬁimn& whieh ™

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

semtadng tc pragent or future operations. That

nznaging them, sending
these perform missions and

We you sware of or participated in anyth1ng

Ba T waz ruoning agent for 15 months in Vietnsm -~ I

attached to the =ivil Cporations Progwam, sy@m&fi@&lly: USAID

1107

ty undex

T was

-~ 7 I

glven no official covaer by any headquarters.’ I was just ﬁeﬁt
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are strictly illecal and against the Geneva Convention., I was.
peyforning ﬁh@ kind of operaticn which, if discoveved byvthe
Youth Vietnoeose, would constitute a cowmpromise for what we
call "z Flap vo the ¥. §. Govermmant.” I was sent there under
cover ©o porfowm iilegal cperations, targeting not only the
¢ and the Wi, but aisce the sauth Vietnancse Covernms=nt in

some operakions whieh I got into, sush ag illegni green doilar

Thora wern po rustricticns on any legalities which we

-

wasd, oy illegalitier, end military intelligence, for instance,
callis us ”ax&zawlgggg sativitiy® which méans it is justifisdble
on the basis of the necessity o collect information. I

umed whatever I needsd to in the way of resourcafulness;
dafined azentz. Specifically I locked through the flles of
construction conpenisy in the ar@a; american coantractors, I
found people working ownly ecoﬁbmy who spoke Engliish and from
vhere I rocrvited my agents.

I had two pets at the time of, say, the spring of °68;
two nets heing twc_pxincipal agents ander whom were subagents
running eslls of peovle in a geographical area, each cell
conatituting perhaps five people at one time. I had 40 to 50
people workinyg under these Lwo metst Their prime objective
was to collect combat informaticn; that iz: nanes, locations,

size, plans, suppliez of unit¢ which were known 2o be or learnmad

rouchk my nets to be operating in ¢he srea. I reported this
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Ffact, was an arny officer, a major who had a house in Da-Nang
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information “o the cuwbat units which I mentioned, and therxrs
1 found rmveslf gutling an extza product whichk ¥ hadn®t
szzecked and thab was political informetion.

There were parnile reporting o me namse of individuals

who wore supposcdiy the Viet Cong sympathizers nd cooperants.

» +hi8 information and in fack, operationally

£ didn't axp:
nad oo way to deal with it.
I reported this to the Fivst Marine Division, G-2, that

is the Colonel who wns the G-2 officer there and he said they

Ca

had no real copacity to deal with this kind of information, al
rhough it seewed worthwhile infermation.

t Aizmeminsted it thwough them laterally and found I
gok fesdback weports fr&m themin following up the éffectivanesg
of ny data that were for the Phosnix Coordinator and I Sidn‘t

#now what it was. I investigated this through the G-2 of the |

Tirgt Mavine Division snd found the Pheoenix Coov@inator, in

e

City which was known in our intelligence community to be the
CLA operational headunarters. '

I went there o find out if ny reporting was being
effectively used. He told me: Yes, they kneow of the informa~
tion that ceme through umé&n my cover name and identified me
that way and azgked me if I had mucht;f this information. X

2old him I csue by a good bitand had a capacity to collect a

good bit more. and asked hiwm how it would be used and he sald:
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Aacording to the Fhoenix Program.

The Phoznix desoviption was that it wasz designed to
pneutralige thn core of the VC, interdiction poliitically,
logistienlly ond no forth. I found myself in possession of
phis tnformarting cad in pnesd of funds for wy agents, because
ﬁilitagy intzalilgence, although I had baen assigaed by them t
vecrvit acenvs, found themselves short on what Wr. Uhl des-
cribed as the Irfeliligence Contingency Fuﬁdinq and in fact,
had no wopey Lo pey the aganté once they had been recruited.

T had recrvited these people on prowises of money tn

wowme, but whsn it cans time to pay I éz&h’t have wmoney 8o I
vook what incentive gifts: cigavettes and liguoz, that were

availsble and had them sold by interpreters on the black

%)

mavket in oxdor te got money for wy agents® paymant.

The Pheenin ccordinator offered me not only ﬁh@dpporw
runity to utilize &the political information I was getl »ing, but

money

algo additional/which I may have needed for my agents. From
that point on I had no real financlzl struggle and found my-
self not only abls to pay wmy agents, but utilize CiA facilities
such @2 Ailr America For transportation housing, covert housing
in the city arveas where I needed it; such things as safe
houses which Awe arsss to meet vour agent coveriély and debrief
money to rent hotel rooms in order to meet them covertly:
agent payments, both overt money payments and incentive gift

such as an occasional veotoreycle to a principal agent and 30
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- dealt with by Zmerican personnel.
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foxih,
From the sins of wmy essociation with the Phoenix pro-

*

gram I no Ik PRGN hod eny logistical vroblems. This is how the
information was deait with:; Y gave it to them in reciprocity
for the money aad Information I received

¥ would report am individual which had bean reported to
me by one of wv net on the asguwmption that wy agent's addresseq
was covbab infarmation which was high, was reflected directly
in their VoI .infermation; that is to say they were consistﬁht
throuoh all kinds of nformation whick they supplied to me and
we had a way of testing the combat information ard found it

N Y. [ P
VEEY GLYeCoiVie

T didnte guegtlon how they nyQrﬁQC or how they selected

the individurls whom they ?»ﬁo t2d other than the fact Chey
desoribed then in their activities as Viet Cong. I reported

‘this both divectly to the Phoenix coordinater in Da-Nang and
alac comba® using units and they would use it if they could.
The resuliing interrogations arxe what I would like to

degseribe ©o yvou; that is: how the individuals veported were

7he Firgt Maripne Division was adjacent to the Da-Nang
Air Bage. Thev had a Marine Division of the Third Wing an
Faphibices Forece which was adjacent €o ¢he Air Bsse, aud its
jo& was to praﬁect the Aiy Base from attack yy enemny, either

regular or irregular troops.
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T at ons point was reporting regularly peecple in that

area of Da-Nang hAlr Base who agy nave constituted a thx@aﬁ zo
¢he aiy base’s geonriby. I vemenber &t one time I reporis @ an

ipdividual wie livad in a local village who was reported to me
by my locai®esil an buing a Logistical Officer for the locsl

faymers orgyanizacion, waich is the Viet Cong structure ac

T wank back thensxe day te check out the utilization of
my roport and whotheor or not it had bsen accurately followed
through on aud so Forih. They told me they had the individual
detaivned there and I azked how they were golng to deal with
him; and thay said thoy ue“a praeparing to interrogate him;
would I like t= athen? the interrogation, and I said I would,
hecause I had never seen one. They said it would be an aiiborr
interrogation zpd I é&ida‘’t quite conceive that. I went shead
with the Marine officer who is a Firxst Lieukenant, nead of the
CYI Toan.

We *ook twe Marine enlisted men and two Vietnanese males
in their 302 or so and we went outb o the a2ir wing and we got
on a helicopter and flew northwest of Da-Nang over gome un-
inhabited area theve »f £lat terrain.

Mr. Reid. What unit was that?

My, Ogborn. Counter-intelligence tean of the Firast

&
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Farine Division.

+

My. Reid. OFf the Piret Marine?

]

Mr. Cobhorn. Thot L8 right. They had a feeilisy there
oa the ¢Thivd Marinae imphibious Poroces alr wing at Da-Nang
Alyr Basa. .

Bul we flev over some flat terrain, perhaps 20 ﬁil@ﬂ cut
of Da-Nang, ad the ¢wo Vietnamesa were bound with their hands
hahind their hacke auwd the Lwe Marine snlié&e&.man kept tﬁaﬁ:

off in a oling sest inside the hezlicopter. The interrogation

. 1
bagan, nok on the individual whom I had repowiail, but on the
I{

. . i
wrera parson, asd ¥ dida't kuew who he wae at first and found

3

out that he was a provieus detainee who had alrazady been in-
terrogated whoa has boen beaten and who had internal inﬁuéiaﬁ
and wio was not sble to respond to questions. T;éy had brought
himw elong for the puprsaa of interrogation.

I found cut the purpose was thigs they antayonized the
individoal anﬁ.tuié him they needed certain information regard-
ing V¢ ackiviziece and he couldn't give it. Ee hadn't given thd
inforuenion they wanted from him and they demanded it of him
and he couldn't respond or wouldn't respond. Thay antagonized
him several ¢imes by tekirg him with his eibows behind hig back
honds tied, running him up to the door of the helicopter and
saying: If you don't tell us what we need o know we are going
o throw vou cui of the ﬁalicoptere They did this two or thraee

times and he refused to say anything. He couldn't respond. HQ
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wouldn'® resuend. Thavefore, on the fourth ¢xip to the door
thay &id throw him oul fyom the helicopter o #he ground.:

That had the effect dirvectly of antagonizing the person I had

ﬁ»‘\.

reported, susrected Viet Cong Logistics Cfficer, into telling

-

”

+hewn whatever informatien thay wanted to kuow, zeyardlasg of
ite contend, vaolue o truth:; he would telil them what he wanted
o kyow einply beczuusn his primary objective at that poinﬁl
woalg be not wo felliis the first Vietnamese out the door, but
vether o revuarn eafoly o Lue ground.

Mr. BReid. - Thit was a purpesely, ¢ iliberate pushing
out the door?

Mr. Cshorn. %here wag no guestion at all. This was
the sgasen they took this first individual up and the reason
that &hey &ntaganizea him and went through the ferm of
threatening him ard throwing him out thwez times.

Hr., Reid. Who gave the ovder thol he ahomiﬁ be @uéh@@
oet?

. § .-

Mr. Gsborn. The First Marine Division Lieutenant,

Mr. Reid. There was o Lievtenant on board?

fr., Omhorh. That.is right. He was the counter-intel-
iigence toanm chief. "

Mr. Reid. Do you recall hiz name? .

Mr. Mcoorhead. I think mavbe we had bettsr not mention

names of people.

Mr. Osborn. IN 211 due respect, I do rezall his nams,
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but I an pot® willing o go into that. You can sce thet that is
irvelovent. In foot. &h@ fornm of ¢he thing is what we ave
talking sboui.
gc that we zetuzned to the greund and they procaadmﬂ
with #he interregotion on theiy own. This happeoned, not ence

a8 an ahberrelicu, bat twice that I attended. The same sir-

tayenized ani then thrown from the helicophor; the second
nazaen who won then intervog:ted and gavﬁ”whatever information
ey &ém&ndéﬂ of bim.

They certainly did net  know how to elicit ihform&tiom
from this person without brutality, for there was no real in-
t@xzwga&ianbﬁeaﬂimn shioert of the brutalization,

I saﬁ other interrogations, to describe them briusfly:
the uge of the insertion of the gix~inch dowel into the six-
inch canal of ous of my detainzes’ ears and the tapping through
the rbrain until ke died. The starving to death of a Vietnames
vomsn who was suspacted of besing a part on the local political
aducation cadve in one ofthe local wvillages. ‘“hey simply
starved her to desth in & cage there they képt in one of the
hooches at thnt wvery counter-intelligence ¢eam ﬁaadqmmfﬁmrs.

There ware other methods of operation which thev used
foxr interrocgation, such as the use of electronic gear such as
sealed telephones attached 4o the genitals of hoth the men and

women's vagina and tha men's testicles, and wind the machanism

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7 ¥
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and create an elecitrical charge and shock them into submission.

.
2

% had 2 lat of sonversaticns abont the use of that kind ef

sed Firstlhend. I did sed

7

“hat.

s

eguipnent, aithergh I never saw
the equipmant sittinge around but rever saw it usnd;

Mz. Moovheai. Were these that you described condusted
by hmerican paracaiel or --

Mr. O3 DGWﬂ. ruavicans enly. These ware unllataral

. »
opaerations nod in  cooxdination or with the knowl e&g@ of the
South Vietnaucae Gavernment.

Mr. Redd. ind officews were present as well as enlisted
man?

Mr., Osborn., Each time. These werc ny experiences with
yeporeing names of Vietnamese from my agents to American
BHEDCLES and €he rasul 1ting interrogations.

;Thﬁy also used ths CSD- Cemb‘neﬁ Studiers Detachment
which is iight covar for the CIA in &i@ CIEm, uhich was part
of thée Phoenix Coordinator -~ I should say the overall ox-
ganizetion under wiich the Phoenix Coordinator existed in
Da—-Nanyg.

Employed provisionsal reconnalssance ﬁnits which wers
small sguads of Vietnamese military who were targeted on
viilages and which, when military interrogations would not
take place, went out to the villiage to lecate the individual

who was reportad, seized that individual and theoretically

they would detain him. But offlcially they could not condone =
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murder vrogram overtly.
So, they asgsigued FRUs to capbure these VCI suspacts.
Haturally the ?Ris koow vnefficizliy it was prefoerable to

z
T

naniralize thon rather than go through the adm&nuear%ufvaﬁ

[

problens and cwocedura of not ealy detaining this person and
keeping him alive e the point of being turned iunto the inter-
pogaiion Conuay e- e

Mr. Mosthaad. Phat wag the PRU, sgain?

Mr., Cuborn, FProvigicnal Reconnaiszance Units.

¥r. Moocheai. And they are Vietnsnese?

Mr. éahﬁrﬁ. They sre Vietnamasa

Mr. Roid. Wwhen you say "nsutealizs,” please describe
what you ean.

Mr., Ostorn. EKilled on the spot. I knew, for exampleg
of r@ﬁdb&gka from this treatment of Vietaauess who I reportea
through th@Aﬁoaxﬂinatﬁr altheugh I didn't know the identity of
tha people in the provisional reccnaaiSSaucé‘units; just the
fact they had gone and done their jobz; that is: to find the

n their villages and to murder them there.

2]

p@mpia
Mr, Raid. Is the PRU composed of U. S. or South
Vietnenzge personnel?
Mr. Osborn, Priméxily‘th& provisional reconnzissance
unite ave Vietnamese nilitary personnal. They have American
advigars, both militery and aiﬁiliana.

Por instancs, I knew people with the combined studies

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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abeachment, that is: the CIA theve, who worked thh the PRUs
awi alse gpecial farcss officaexs for apecial forses p@rsanﬁel;
usually company grade officeva:; that ig: gecond lisutenant
theough eaptazin, who worked with the PRU teams., They an-
counragad tﬁeﬁ‘un@fficimlly en this nethod of opevaticen., I
never saw it ccéifieé; that is, I never saw an efficial
Givactive that said ¢he PRUs will pxaa@éd to the vilillage and
rurdsey the imﬁivi dual. H&wevez, it was ;mplicit that when you
ot 3 nama ér“ vﬁ tzd. Co deal effectively %3 #entralizing that
individual you 8ida't nead to go through intérxﬁgation; find
wat estsbl asyy #ind of factual basis 1eading ¢o the con-
clusion that thizs individual was, in fact, Viet Conyg iifra-
structure, but rather it was good enongh te have him reported
as & suspest 2nd th&tiﬁustifiaa neutyralization.

Aftar #1l, it was a big 2reblan thst had to be deals
with expedlently. This was the mentality. This carries a
semd-official or samiwillegal proegran to the 1qgica1 conclusioy
that 1 describad hare. It became a sterile depervsonalized
merder program. L had no way, as I say, of establighin ng the
bagis of which my agents reported ¢o me suspected Viet Cong
infrastructure menbers. However, I had no reason to feel at
that time they wore pariticpating in any kind of a personal
vendetia, but thers was no way to guestion that. In fact, the
degeription that individuvals whom I reported further up by my

]

agents, were elther cokegorical; that is to say: so and so, who

Appro-ved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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is a knowr Viet Cong wenbaw, or a known menber of the Farmer's
Assovaticn, or whetevar, ig rvesiding at such and such a apot
and does <uch things. There wes no crogss-check; there was
no investigation; there werxe no second opinions. And cer~
tainly not whatever official meodus operandi had been des-

zribod as & tviple reporting syskem for vgrification. There

v

waz no verificatior ond there was no discrimination. It was

¢

completely indiscriminate and at best the individuals were

!

either ablo to sscape am serine by the pecpie who were to
pick them up and reutralize tham or intervogated and let ge.
¥ will sav ¢hins iaﬂiviﬁﬁally ¥ never kiaew an inﬁiﬁidual
%o be datained es s VO sugpect who ever lived through an
im&@grﬁgiatieﬁ in a voar and a half, and that inciuded quite
a mumber of individuais. Thaﬁ may be my experience; may be
a txemendous exception to the zule, but the expericnce of my
pears there aud wmy own experience firsthand, which I can swear
€0, aad have sworn to, was categorically inhuman and with no
rhwos, recson or hurecucratic justification for a murder pro-
gzan which had gora way beyond the level of any competence at
that level.

The corruption invelved; that is, the reporting of
individuals for either the classic protection gawe or such,
any @&ﬁ@f progxram would be pure speculation on wy part. what
are described here are things of my firsthand knowledge which

stand a3 a sarious breach of any kind of huran orientation oxr
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co— o Of the agent handlers who decide to so anything velun-
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any reflecticn of sa zccurate enderstanding of the Vietnamnese
as we seg our rolo in Scutheast Asia officially.

Thanl voil.

Mr., lloozhand. “hank vou, My. Uhl and Mr. Osbozn, fér
this very unpleagond ﬁestimdny. But I think it is sowething
wa heve €2 face uy o,

50, § think y&u.have readered a graat savvice %o thé
Congressand o thoe poople of Ararica.

Mr. Osborn, I would likes ¢o get a little more detall
shout the financisl operationg of your activities. How much
money did veu handle in setting up vour network of Ped agents?

Mr. Qzhozn., Ac first I set them up for Military In-
taliigenc: with no money.

I had the wmission; the vague mission of cperating in thg
area covertly in alignment with my training at Fort Holabird
o esteblish the egents, but that was an assignmen® that was
understood to be wmy duty or wmy job in Vietnam.

I shouid tell you that out of maykre ten people who are
trained this way mnd sent to Vietnam perhaps eight of them
decide to uss thalt yoar and thelr autonomy, which is oconstitu-
ted by their clvilian status, and compartmentalization from
the military in the inference of security as the yoar in which

€0 have a vacatlon, take off of R&Rzx and mo forth.

tarily there is very lititle support from headgquarters. Agents
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would go, ke as resoarcefal as we e¢ouid, find 2 way o mo ohivate
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gimply -~ because theore are bad communications. The iines of

communicebtion wors almost olosed up. They assumed that we

PN

m

agents, enty t inforaation Ffrom them and feead it to combatl
units.

T But on pocuesting money as a neccasar aty step in moéivawir
sgents I found 1lirtlse or no response from the wilitary. That
didn’t wean ¥ couldn't geb wongy, becsuse I did utilize what
things X coﬁlﬁ get sold on the blach markel in order to get
biacters to eonvest that to new piasters and give them to the
agents o pavient anl say: There is more to cowe. There is a
necessity o maintain the loyalty of the agents.

When 1 gow fully operational and started to get un-
limited furds from tiwe Phoenix Coordinator, which for & long
time was my oaly socurce of funds, agent payments amounted o
appzoximatelyvlsfsoa piasters per month for the salary of a
principal ageat and perhaps another 10,000 for what we call
agent expsnses fov the principal agent.

Then vader him would be four or five cell lazders whoe
were what they call “option agents” whoe were out in the field
actually halyamg +0 collect the information. Under each cell

lzader thmre were four oxr five collecting agents. Their

salaries vangad from 2,000 to 10,000 piasters per month, depen-

ding on their efficlency, the amount of reporting ané the
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If you would payv an agent on the awmount yeported
shvicusly vou weuld encourage a paperrnill. If you, shall I
say, if vou would pay him in acecoxdance with s@iotly the |
acouracy of niz informstion youwuld make him paranoid asbout
eny kind of lack of sgouracy.

So, thsse sevoral factoxs brought the agoent payments in
e Fisld ko imo ﬁéﬁ thouzand pissters a month, and cell
lesders noybe oo and & half times that for the coordinating
duties in addition to the collection.

Buppore ageats, sBuch as oouriers and so forth, were
paid various apanis nf.mcnay ranging £rem nothing, & loyélﬁy
factor, all wig way vo to, say, a thousand piasters per month.

My, Moorhesd., Was there any bonus feature if & sub-~
agent brought iv soms especially valueble information?

Mr. Csiorn. Yes; always an allusion to that, but I nevax
paid a baﬁané&.

Mr. Moorhesd. Did you have te account to anybody for
these sxpazadituves?

My. Osborn. 7To Militarv Intelligence. %“hexe is an

nitricate asccounting mechanism on a standard form which has to

et

be latter perfect and without erasures, and thait is the most
itmpertant, but almost no monay.
On the Phoenix program i found no accounting necessary

and unlinited funds.

Mr. Moaorhead. Is it true that the United States

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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Vietnan,
ioh g ¥
Fietnmr I didn’'t speak Vietnanese and I
T locked

arsund

o

tern Eurene,

nasded | ‘ Ecm& .
inkerprotars an

irst prinoipal agent gpoke Engiish and that solved

that conmunicotion probliom,

1123

funds to peralit the Vieinamese to huy ¢heir way out of

I ean £ind examples that

&»"r dafinitely. I
‘5. (A} I

Cubhonil.
hand., T couldn'i get interpretex
trained at all to go to

Vietnaneszse: I wasa'
zraipad in agent operations in the context of

(-
M XY

¢ way it is taughfé in the Army

which

K¢

BErivad ix
o find azvents and so
223 and found thewm in several contexts.

After that ¥ needed intexpreters

My £

iy £

I can think of one man in Da-Nang

ziants.
v For several months who was eligible

ovday to ccatact

in
=5

PO N
FoLITCeXy

City who wasg uy
for draft, ez I tried %o get him out of the draft by getting
the Phoeniy Coordinghtor o0 cobtain a draft amfarfment for him
threough ona of the CIA elitist organizations. fThat has baen
and T d6n‘t remember which one it was. It was
vlar dafense group,” but i¢
ized

n air

awhile age,
iviiian
t organizations where they are aunthor

omething like

wag one of the elitis
a certain amount of draft defarrments a year.
I esked if I could get one for nhyim. They said they
They Gidn't succeed, go t¢hoy simply gave me the
way out of the draft beard®

22
would txy.

Zo buy his

amomber, 15,000

23
monay overtly for him
That cost us, if I

24
review in Da-Nang City.

25
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piagters zvery gusrter, aind he was working Tor wme for several
months and 26 1t mey be three or four months T ove im one

speriber dnltislly, of 15,000 piasters and then somg

payment, T v

ity

inpentive gifts o give o paonle invelved in the draft

saloction prograam. But the 15,000 piasters was the main pay-

So, wauy we dadinitely had to pay peopis oult of the
drafv. 1 oo remuenbor two examples in Quang-Nuzi Provines
wh@;@ ¥ had soysate roporting wall and who were of a draft age
zid who wore sunerot’bhle o that and who segortad through

[ 4 .
chamlels to 2 or to the principal agent vho they thought théy

ot

wake werking fox thab they thought they were in danger of being
drafited and wo zent poyments of 5,000 piasters apilece ané got.
rasulis inaswmnch as the irdividiaul kept xeporting. Whether
1@ said that or whethoer he was rwallv threatened or whai?
But ¥ know the 5,000 piasters which wes very inexpencive, kept
zhea agent operating, which was our prime operation. That ig
the pature of the current system in the draft as I experienced
it filrsthand,

How it gozs bayond that I don't know.

Mr. Moorhead. Mr. Osborn, were vou ever ovdered to
terminate any person? By this I mean to terminate with gitye w2

- .

prejudice. I mean where you were ordered o muxder: any
Vietnawess ¢itizan?

Mz. Osborn. OCOxdered. It was suggested by my

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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Oparations Cfficsy, vhe was a najor, Emaricen HMajeor in the
Intelllgonae Oorpe 8l one poink Chk I neutvallss in terminating
& pripripal sgect yhem I had and who had  hoon fourd guiliy o~

corrupticn in the intslligence gang.

Let w2 describe

%

that.

e . vy —— . R

Thig perzon wa5'~m had baen an iaterpreter for the
Coordinator of CIA activities in IKOR. He was simpiy an intey-
preter., Ue h&d_mw c:llactive functian.ﬁbﬁe wes tri-ilingual;
@ spoke French, HEaglish and Vietnarnesa. ‘

in the mpring of 1867 he had beon tramglating by inter- |
prating by the GIA. fhey found ¢hat he was doing this: when
they would have two sgeats in for debriefing a day he would
intervisw thém either on the side either at his house the night
bafore, or somevheve clsz but not with the knowledge of his
bess, the CIA personnzl. He would coordinate their material.
Fe would debrief one ﬁéd take information from that person and

"give it to the 6thé§ and cross, inform them of certain facts
and tell thes 6 include that in their briefing; That way
thare was a coordinai:ion of information and the agents were
asauned to be accurate.

Their payments want up; tﬂey increased their own income,
and the interproter took a percentage of that increase. So
this was a corruption game he was into. .

*

He was foumd doing that by the CIiA., He wae terminated

without prejudice by them.
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ey

Inthe £211 -- zhis wvasin the spring of '67. In the fall

2’3 of 67 militory dntelligence persomnel found him in his native
2 gonterh, found he speke English and went tifqugh the whole
& i prod wdnra o rerecrult hinm, iz sent his aame for clearance
S | and cam: back £rom Saigon mazked with all tﬁa nackings appro-

G priazte, geving (u) he was not on the suspected Viet Cong list;

7 {&) that he hed nover worked for American intelligence bafora:
3 and {g} ferf@ll intents and purposes he was okay and could be
H . .

O % nired. fe was roeruized. ’
Y He was trained as a princip&} agent: and at that time he
it 4 was zsihed if 5@ nad ever worked for American intelligence

iz bafore. Ha sew sbviously there had bsen a bureauvcratic lack of
i3 covmurication snd he said, as he knew it was necessary to say:
14 Bor T aever heves because if he had admitted it it would have
15 Flspped hin, cam romised him, He was operational as a prin-

i6 | eipal ageni until March of '68, about six months. He had

17 really gotten his net developed for about three wonths. Fe

18 | was my wain principal agent.

19 Mr. Moorhezd. He was one of your main ones?

20 - Mr. Osbora. Yes; he was running he net. That wag my
21 main nat at that time.
22 A black list or list of undesirable perscualities came
23 out from the CIA on the 25th of March of *68 and he waz en that
24 list, which surp¥iced we ard it was pointed ocut Lo me by my

25 cperations officer thot this pergon had cbvicusly done somethidg
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to dezerva being inciuded on the black list.

I went to him; X questieﬂ&d’him again as to whether or
not he had worked for Amerxican intelligence before, and he |
said: Why 4id I ask, and 7 =id because I had learned of his
nrevicus activities. % lgarned ¢that, the details of it from
his previsus omolover, the Cocrdinator of CI activities in
TROR. X knww him operaticnally and siwply went to him and
anked him why and he told me. <

At £het time “he agent admitted yes; that he had worked
for intelligeacd hefore; that h had been accusad of this, but
actuelly he hed not done it and that there had been an ulterior
wmotivation by the CIA o let him go and use that as an axcuse.
I was told by military intelligence ¢o go and Lo terminate
him, €o got rid of him and to neutralize him anﬁwithat was it
o terminate him with vrejudice.

I went to him anrd told him that (a) he had to rekurn
all the eguipment he had, which were things like a radio which
we uged for emergency communication: & motorcycle which he used
for transportation which I had lent to him, a Yamaha, and some
aﬁharhmisceklaneaus things,raps and so forth which I -had given
him for his raports. FHe returned those things %o me; (a)
because I needed the things for other operations, and (b)
bacavse the maps and se forth were fmerican maps and whick
conmpromnigsed him.,

We sterilized him of any equipment T had given him and
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told him whet: T had baen told to do by my superiors.

Mr. Moorbemad. ‘What had you bean told to do?

Myr. Oskormn. I had bheen ¢oid €o kill hin, to kozminate
hir or nevtraiize lim, which are all the sawe texrm. To
¢orminate him, let hia go, woeuld be on=2; then temminate him'
vith extrems prejudicsz would be to kill him, I was told by
thig major to go to tavminate him, to neuwktralize him, which is
o texminzte hip with axtremo prejudice.

I pet Iinm by the Da~Nang River and told him what I had
hean told te do. By the nature of our personal re2stionship,
I wan golpg to do this == I knew his wife and several children.
i said ¥ voeuld rather 2ot do that but I was going to extract
cne pronice from him and that wag that I would not see him in
any contexdt, even on the street, for six wonthe and he promised
ze that I woulid not seoe him at all and I didn't. I knew where

he lived. It wasn’t far from my house, and his wife worked at

H

Avevican imstgliation right by ny house. There was every
reason to see him, but I never did see him for six'ﬁonths.
Afcer %ha% L saw him'with ragularity driviny on the
streats of Da-Nang. I% is a very small ccmmunit&.
I ¢idn't terminate him although I was %;16 to. I went
back and told my superior that I had bsen, not been able to
find him; that at that time he probably suspected -- from

having got the equipment back and so forth, he suspected my
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gothen laase; That was -- that is what I reported on what I
was told to da.

An acgent headler in the army is given such autonomy
that he can 43 what heé darn well pleases if he producas the
infornatcion. militaxy Iintelligence knows of its record of PO~
daction and recoxd of competence, waich is low. Any Any

Any Military ‘nielligence personnel whe has bean with

raturn rate iz cither inaccurate or ingansitve, one of the two.
I would tond to think it is inaccurate and inseagitivae. The

terninations were in two foume. Tha agents were either the

cng@ I desoribed in De-Nang, that kind of thing, and the

officlal report went in from the batailion headquarvieers. ‘But ‘he
was taken off the rolls and considered neutral.

Tha VI were overt in murder, and that iz the ekﬁerienc'
that ¥ had ficsthand.

Mr. Moorheadi. Dc we have quasticng from the other
mewbers at this time?

Mr. Reid.

Mr. Reid. Theink you, Mr. Cheirman. I would like first
to thank lMr., Uhi and Mr. Oshorn for their testimony. ¥
racognize that it is entrewely seriocus; that it is not easy to-
testify on thase matters. I know that yvou ave doing so ocut of
concern for a principle and hopafully putting an end to prac—

tices which most of us think are totally reprehensible.

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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Canbareagsad to say that they had punctured his brain and killaéd

the brutality with which theytreated this person.
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I would like ©o ask both of yvou several questions. Somd
of them are broad  in scope and sensitive. Should you feel
tﬁ&t you can better Testify in Executive Seassion or feel, out
of concera for the xiéhée of the inﬁiviﬁual that you should,
I wish you wenld fesl compiétely fyse to so state.

I gather, ¥yr. Ogborn, that‘you were precent when one
inddvwidual.wes terminated by being thrown out of a helicopter,
and then vou zefevred gubaequsmtly té three instances where
individualia wwre.taxtﬁraa; one with a dowel going in the ear
to the braln; the second wag é.wamaa vho died of hunger in a
aage. I think you mentioned one other instanea.

Vere you prescnt on each of those occasions?

Mr. Oshezi. Each, Let wme describe that.

The first indiéiéual, the one with the doﬁel in his ear,
had baen reported by my ageat and I went back to follow up the
raepert. I was told: Yes, they were in the courze of interro-
gasklity him then and would I like to see the interrogation.

I went next deor to the hooch, the interrogation build-
ing with the lleutenont who was the team chief. Aas we got to

the hooch they were carrying out his dead body. They ware

him in the course of interrcgating him. They had gotten no
information from him; they had only tortured him.to death and

they were embarrassed, because at that time it becams obvious,
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The main crime in thair ninds, of course, they made a
miztake in not having sutracted information before thiz. They

were ambarvassaed in having gone too far and having been too

The Vietnamese woman vho wazs starved to decath was in’a
small cage. There wera four dlvisions of that same cage. |
She wag in ong of thenm daily as I wouldfgo thera. I kept
obmerving kere there, along with no firnlibtuven, no facilities
of anv kind; jast & bzra hooch, bare cage. I would see her
daily and finally one day I sked what happened to her. I
noticed physical -— for szne thing she became weaker. She used
to stand vp snd ratiéle the caga when I first got there. Then
sha was sitting ér@ﬁs*iegged on the floor dally. Then she was

in a prostrate opogition vhen I last saw her.

Ig i

o

iz to be graphic,; that is how I saw her. One day
she wasn't thare. I asked Lieutenant what happened to her.

He said: "the died of malnutrition." I asked had they fed
her.. “No." FHad they provided water. "No."

Mr. Reid. 1In each of thess casesyou testified an
officar was present. Was that a Marine offic@r.or’military
afficax of the Army?2 ‘

Mr, Osborn. Marine Intelligence.

© My, Raid., And this wvas attached to the Pirst Mézinea
of the Third smphibious Force? g

Myr. Osborne, The .Pirst HMarine Divigion.

R Y B
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Mr. Reid. Did vyou, as an individual, in any ona of
these Gives cases taiﬁ ys! higﬁ authority or a superior affic&#
to excress your horror or concern over what had happened; i
“%é cege of the womay who was staxving te death, did you do
anything to raise thé‘quastion of her health a2nd her ccnditiénf
with anvhigher &uﬁhofiﬁy? - e

Mr. 23born. HNe; I did not. Let me explain that my
atatez thers was illegal and the activity which I performed wag
illeg@l.' That was by wutual agreement betwszen all agent
handlers and the aried forces.

H¥r. Reid. Let ne ask just there by way of clarificatior
what yoa ars svhseguenily going o sav.

At Fort Holabird or subsequent operations with CIA ox
with the Merines or Axuy officerxs cohcerned was anyone aware
of something called "The Geuneva Convention," or the Convention
Concernad with Eh@ pro:ection of civilians, which states with
the signatory. _Weée you ever explicitly told to pay no atten-~
tion to these documents and were you told explicitly you were
to do iilegal iﬁﬁings irregpective of the conveantion?

'Mr. Ogborn. The firet questions dealing with iﬁe
Geneva Accozds, let me say they were nevermentioned during the
six mouths training course at Hiclabixd. I believe if they had
been raised they naturally would have had to be dealt with. 1
It was impossible to say these are the rules and these arxen‘’t;

for instance, the rules of humanlty involved, znd we werz going

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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to supercode vhem without damoralizing some of the tyrainess,
They weren®t <zsli with at all.

The easier way to deal with them is to avold them, ané
th@tvis what %h&y:&id, in fact.

Mr. Reid. bDoes Holabird deal with tarminatidn by

-

extreme prajudlos?

PR

Mr. Ceborn. Yas, it doss. Terminaticon is dzscribed

e

'&zanémwiﬁh 2ll othsr odus operandi of &EEE%%Gberatibns Eh:;-’
clagpified¢ monual whicsh advecates the antralegsl, illagal, and
covert activifiies which I deseribed in a manual called "The
Dafense Colleation Intelligence Manual.,”

T Mr. Reid. Mé;‘ﬁhairmany without objectiocn I would hope
that -we might ddrect the committee étaff‘tb obtain a copymbf- i
that maanusl.

Mr. Osborn. ¥Yes; that is a classified manual with an
inch thick and about 8 by 10 and elassified, I believe:
"Secret."

Let me descrike ¢his. The Defense Intelligence Collec-
tion Manual- acronym is DICOM, and that was my base reference
for the ccursze Whieh igsgiven at Holabird to train people in --
now it is a course under the cover of Area Inteliigence
Spacialiéts, and the MOS8 numbers are  for Officers 9668 and
enlisted man ©540.

The base reference for that is an illegal manual,

It describes termination, to answer vyour guestion, in

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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all respecits, &s I rescabar.

Mr. Meorhzad. Ifyou want o give us classified informa-
tion, please tell us “hat. Wewill go into Executive Session.
Bug ctherwise we will assume what you are giving vs is just
nanes of dccumants.

‘HMr. Oshorn. I wouldn't zay envihing in reference to
that that hazn't been in peint alrveady.

M. M@@rﬁ@&é. Thank yvou.

Fr. Reid. ¥ wvanted to ask you next whethayr this kind
of eactivity, for exazmsle, as you menticned, were known to

higher headguarters and to commanding genexrals, or was this an

o
4]
o]
by
]
Fci
;J
o
]
[
n‘w
£y
4]

gaeretiy that orly those intimately involved
vere aware of ik?

Mr, Oskorn. The operations in Vietnam?

‘Hr. Reid, Of ¢he kind fou are talking about.

Mz. Oshorn. Yos; those ware the ofiicial operatlions
and the only kind performed by my battalion of the . 528 MI
Group. Thez first batialion in Da-Nang City, four battalions,
one in each corps arexz, aad the function of coordinating coverd
collection activity. That was its misaionf

Yes: 1t was official., And: yes; it was kaown by supericr
efﬁiéars. They were visited regularly at our oparaticonal
building, which wes on the comnand post of %heﬂ?irgt Marine
Division outside Da~Nang and where we operated in a classified

" manner under the cover of classgification progxswms by colonels

u Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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who came ap from heedguarters to reviaw our eperations and we

hrisfe

o
o

thew with regulavity. So they were quite aware of

what was fappanine and they adveeatad meore of the same.

Mr. Reid. ¥When we talk about the PIC, the Proaine@v
Tntelligencs Jenter, did ¢his center have lizison with %hé Cia
28 well as MI or Intalligence Officevs

¥Mr. Oshorn. I an soxyry, Mr, Réié, T can't snswar that
hesgeuae I didnt krow the PIC inagmuch eg I didn't cooperate at
21ld with Viatnanese operaticnsz. A2 I gay, I wasg there extr&w
logally aad wyr job was, in pard, Un keep all that secret frnm
and compartmented from the Vietnanese. So I wasn't ianto any
of theliy -=- |

Mr. Reld. Did vou have zccess or see any of the
dogsiers drapared befoyehend?

Mr. Osborn. 7The dossiers on my agents which worked for
a1:d supplied information to Phoenix and for which Phoenix
acted without any further need of proof were kent in my files.
That wes in 2 large’safe in my office. I saw no other agent
£iles from the Phoenls Coordinator yr@gémm because I wag --
aach agent handler, a3 each agent, is éompartmantad from one
another for soecurity reagons.

Mr., Reid. Mr. Cholimmeaen, I think both Mr. McCloskey and
E’chl& liks psymission €o havse Jercme Waldie'sg statenent or
&eatimony-ins&rted at the appropriate point in the record.

Hevwantoed to be present today, but was unable to do so.

iApproved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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But he did azk me 4o zek cne oy two questions.
Mz, Molloshoy. WLl you vield for Jusi o minuse?
Mz, Raid. Certoinly.

-

may . Mr. Chaelymen, I have 2 coopy

bal

Me, MoCoshay. Y£
of Mr. Waldie's stateuwent. Yt cppesrs in th@.ﬂﬁnqxesaisnal
Record, G-332%, April 2, 1971. I offer it for insertion into
the resord ot this point.

{(Tha d ounent preferrad o followa):

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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/Mr, Reid. Ha rade thepeint to me there were thrae
eatarories of daasicrs on Viet Cong Infrastrusture: A, B, aad
C; ¢ b@ing’s&spéctg a8 least relizble. He gaid it was his
impreszion thet material he had sagn was very féagmentary; not
in thoe main reiiable, and so far as he kmaw not: zubject to any
kind of cross check o crogs-verificaticn, and that frequeﬁtly'
thozein Category € were those who had geid things that were

palitically cupcpulsar ond znobt neegzenyy fyom whabt limi ed
E 7 :

ducdgreant he could hring to bear from looking at thess and

ﬁ'

alkiug to thome in Vietnam, not necessarily VCI at all,
vould sither of vou, either Mr. Uhl or Mrx. Osborn, care
o coument on vhe reiizbllity of the‘dcsaierﬁ?

Mr. Uhl. Well, as T think that was made implicit in
my statement: we have ne dossiers. Poople that were classified
as VCI ag 2 result of my MI patrols were done so after they
had bean kxllﬁ*,-end éther VCI clasgified by the MI team wera
paople who had baen classified as civil defendants. These
paoplie wera, in most cvases, as I stated: woman, »hildren, or
nachans old wen. They were classificd éé.mamberz, as low as
you couid get, marbers of women's associatians, farmers"
assuciationa,'ahildfén‘s assoctations; such as this.

So, at:that level theve was not even —-- this is the
camcepﬁAdf dossiers not even being implemented.

Mr, Reid. Well, the thrust, I think, of zome of vour

testimony, Myr. Uhl, was: there might ke as nany as thousands

lApproved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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upon this lis® who couid, because of the cesual chéracter af
the inforxmaticm, ne gul e iwproparly placedeoa that list and be
guite innocant of what that list impliied. Is that a correct
inforonoe £rom your testimony?

My. Uhl. Yea; that ig corract.

Mr. Reid. If I undarstand you correctly, Mr. Osborn,
shave was ®imes waen coueone was on a 1ist which was the
aquivalent of zeally scaling and signing a &é&gh warrant by
vivews of the frob that he vay merely on there and ther@foré
subiect to whai you fexm "immediate neutraiizatios,” or éubiect
o cepture and 23 por theprocedures ocutlined in the quotas,
subject to quota scateusing?

MY . Osha;n. Tiat is correct.

Mr. Reid. Mr. Chairman, I have utilized my five
aiavtes and I would like to yield.

¥ would éimply iike to szy that I think this pregranm is
without peraliel in U. S. history. I have long felt that we
ghould have hod never snything whatsosver to do with it and
the socner we stop it completely and insist that the South
Vietnemese stop it dend in its tracks and anything to do with
it, the better; thet it is a total and clear violation of the
Geneva Convention. If places our officers and men in totally'

jimpossible gsituations end it is precisely the kind of thing the
United States is oppoused to.

Here we = are participating in it or directing i+, as the

-
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ease may be. It sesus to me, My~ Chalrman, in the wisdom of
the comanittee, and perhaps in Executive S2ssion we should call
higher officere in hicher authority to hear in greatex &@taii
how they can cuatinue to permit this to go on. T would éésum@
that such tectimony the comittes might wish to bear, both from
the commsnding genoral of the Marxine Corps  and ayprapriaté_
officials fren the Awyy, and other officials. I do not ses
how €his comeiticee oan, with anv kind of conscience at al},
pavait this o zontinvo.

1 merely would like to thank ouvr witnesses for éhﬁir
gtatercnts ﬁmﬁ&y,

Mr. Meorhzad, Mr. McCloskey.

| Mr. Hetiosksy.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
.

Mr. Oeshorn, whzt was youx rank in 1967~68 when you wers

in Vietnan?
Mr. Oshorn. My actual rank was a PFC, that of & privatg
firstoclans, ,
Mr. Mecléékmy. Yot .as part of this battalion you were
in charge of a ne?work of 40 or 50 people working under two
primery agents?
Mr. Osborn. Yss, glr; i was.

Mr. McCloskay. Your period in Da-Nang City was in the

pericd pracisely --

Mr. Osborn. Pracigsely from Novewber '67 until December |
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M. MoClogkey. Mr. Osborm, you have described Mavine
Qfficers pf&ﬁﬁﬂt in what you referred to as Airborne Xntéxra»
gation., Would pilots of those helicopters also be Marine
officers, tc your xacollection?

M. Oshorn. %hey were Mavine halicopters, I know,

Mr. Molloshay. They wéra Maxine helicopters, and fﬁmm
what place in De~lzmo i you take off for these airborne
inbarrogabicns? ‘ "

Mz, Qgborn. From the Marine Air Wing, which is on the

Last <~ I am soryy - it is on the far side of the Da-Nang air

Myr. McoClegskey. Now, you were present on two such aiz-
borine interrogations?

Mr. Oszhozn. Right.

Mr. McCloskey. Do you recall the typs of halicopters

uaEs?

Mr. Oszborn. Yas, I do. They were Sikorskey helicopterd.

Mr, Mmcloskay. Sikorskey helicopters?

Mr. Osborn. I an afraid I am lacking in specific
number descyintion,.

My, McCloskey. They are entered by a door on the side?

Mr. Ozborm. They are.

Mr. McCloskey. With a piloft and co-pilot sitting

forward in a separate compartmeni?

i Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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Hr. Oshorn. That is wight.

V. Reid. Would my collesgve yield?

would “hoy have been called Ruey's?

Me. O8borni. No; they were not Hueys.

ur. MoCloskey. In these intervogatlons airborne
operations wheo eractly wexe in ¢he conwaritments bzsides your-
Mr. Oegborn. Ona Marine officer, two Harine enlisted
wan, Amavican: two Vieuaamase, “he suspect.

MR.McClockey. The two -

Mr. Oshovrn. Vietnanese suspests.

Mr. MeCleskay. In each case was one of those Vietnanese
thrown oub of the helicopter at the direction of the Marine
officer presant?

Mr. Ochborn. Yes, sir.

Mr. McCloskey. Do you racall the rank of the Marine
efficer?

Mr. Osborn. Ya2s, I do. It was the same individual
both times. |

Mr. McClezkey. And this was from the counter-intelli-
ganca section?

Mr. Osborn. That is xicht.

My. McCleoskey. OFf the First Marine pivision.

Mr. Osborn. That is right. As a matter of fact, to be

clear, the first time we had an airborne interrcgation this
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infividual woa the Fiieb Tdoutenant. The second time e was

& eastain. e Lad Lo promobed in the Marine Coxps.

-

My, Molleskay. The sane individual?

Mr. OSH0XTi. S;?sme individual.

M, Motleskay. And Mr. Osborn, to your knowledge wﬁa&
wae the highost resking Marine officer during your period
thers who was familiax with the overations of this Milita:y
Inkelligence or ﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁﬁgmiﬁﬁ@iligenc& operation?

Mr. Oshoin. ﬁhé highest ranking would have been the
'Full Colonsl who was the Marine G-2 thét I knew of .
My . ﬁeﬁleﬁk&g¢ The G-3?

Mr., Ochorn. %he 6~2 officer, the intellilgencs officer

of the Mariro Division who worked wndawr, I helieve it ie:

amneral Dovis, who iz a Brigadiexw Goneral and a Conmander of
sha Piest Herine Diviesion. Ho has, as you know, a five-piece

staff: G-1 through G-3, and thig was the G2 officer who was
ehe First Lientenant of cur management and promoted to full
colonsl dnriag his tour there.

My. Mctleshkey. Can vou state the precise facts that
gupport this statement that ¢hig colonel was fully familiar
with theas ~horne interrogations and the deliberate nmurdier
of the Vi@ﬁn&maﬁa derainecs? How Aid he know this; what @id
you sase him do or say?

Mr. Ocbern. Sir, he was aware of the counter-intelli-~
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fomiliar with wy opsgotious, because ¥ was his main supplier

P

P

of agent information. We had a good liaison and a clear.
repori.

whether o not he was knowledgable of those airborne
interrogations 1T do pot know, although he was totally famiiiar
with the somasedsr of that CI Team and what they ware capable

of snd the nezore of Cheir facilities there to inclade interr-

.

gations booch thare, But ¥ dontt kaow -~
Wr. McCleshey, Let me go to that interrcgation hooch.
il
That was located vhere with reference to the Marine operation?

Mr. Oshern. Within a ssmall confine of maybe half a

ozen hooches of the sounter~intelligence tean.

£

My. McCloghey. Is that on the Mirine Corps Base?

Mz, Oshorn. “hat was adjacent -- that was between the
firat Marina nivision P and the Da-Nang Aixr Base within the
confines of the Marine Alr Wing, which is the Marine Subdivisic
of the Da~-Nang Air Buse. |

Mz, ﬁccioskeya bid you see pereonaliy this colonel in
thiz hooch?

¥r. Ogborn. HNo; I say he was totally familiar with the
operations as they exicted. Whether or not he knew of the
rasulta of hia airboine interrogation or whether he knew
specifically of the nan who died with the dowel in his ear or
the parkiculacs, T don't know. I know that I briefed him severs

times on agen: findings, and he was the comuander of the

n
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intelligenca offcrt and under hiwm came that CIT.

Mr. Molleoskey. The preblem that we face is, of course,
is thet the Ganorals #uwd the Awnbassadors vho testified for us

universally say that they have no knowlecdge of any torture, of
any brutality that is rveported sometimes occasionally and come&
¢o theiyr attertion,

My, Dgihorn. ¥Yes.

M., Melloakay. We have had unequlvocal testimeny from
)
the people engaged in the ecellection such as to thiese facts.
Cexn you givae ve any enlightenment of wheve this procedure
breaks down; were the genarals lying? Are the BAmbassadors
lvinmg when Thoy produce dogaments such as their Phoenix actil-
vities that no ona is Lo engage in zszassinations? Where is
the brezkdown?

Mr. Oshorin. The breakdown is in the vested interest in
of the individuals who must participate in these programs,
sppreach whatever programs are authorized in the inteiest of
their own provotions. “

My. McCloskey< Tet me see if I can particularize that.
1 con understand the attitude of a lieutenant or sergeant,; or
captain charged with producing intelligence, using illegal
methode to get that intelligence and declining to téll his.
superiors what methods he had used. Can you give us &ny
examples of this?

Mr. Oshorn. Yes: the nearest I can come would be the
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briefings we yove ermy colonels of cur operations and when we

dascrikbed en soamt et and its coverage and its capacity and

H

3o forth, siso, we never mentioned the interrogations which

n

wera ag a recsult of the information collecting that was done.

0

It wasn't conzidered necessary and nowiere would it ever
appaay in en official raport.

M1 - R&iﬁ, If ny celleague would yieid on that point.

You mesntioned in the first of the airborne intervoga-
zions that ore of two suspactsfwas there because of‘informa£ian
vau had supplied.

Mr. Gsboxrn. VYes.

Mr. Reid. bid you subgequently zepor: either wvhat
happaned to thaﬁ irndividual or the individual that was in the
plane, another suspsct, and who I believe you said was pushed
out on ozders of the'First Lieutenant. DBid you rapoft that
incident of what happened to any authority?

" Mr. Osbozn. Neo. Let me make that clear. I think this
covers both questiens.

Mr. McCloskey, yvou asked whkre the breakdown in thet
systam is, The breakdown comes, cbviously, between ﬁhe field
and the compeand level, or as the command level reporfs
offici&l}y the progrars which they are commanding.

Now, the way th:at happens is this: the progrems in
Vietnam are siministwed without any kind of cultural orienta-

tion o the Vietnansse.

i Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

i

wm

TR UITEENE

CRLBITRITIER T

R ST TR

3

HEEERIET . IR

SEEE |

D E B

s

LT




k)

557

R>N

(%3]

114¢
Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

’
4

Noww, o hafore baday that I was trained for Qixfmoﬁths
a% Fort Holslivd o run avent cperations and smbﬁeqnenﬁly Wy
culy assigqueend befors being releassed from active duty before
three vears was Vietnem, and I stayed an extra three months‘ta'
finish up vhose opavalions. .

I got o Vietnra and found myself, for all intente =md
purpases totally incenpetent to do the job I had been assigned
to do becsnge I Aidn's know Vietnoness, I spoke German., I
Qidn’t Fnow eaything coout the Vietnsmese. It wasn't until
right befors “he TEY olfensive that T knew of the existence
of TR, I can give you mumerous example of lack of insight,»
not only “ha context which ¥ was working, that is the struc-~
fure, evea the Americsn structura, let alone the Vietnamese
value systen, pricoritvies end so forth.

Mr, Mccioakéy.' My concerxn, though, is this: that how
far up in the éamman& styucture does the intelligence collec-
tion procedure -- how far up in the command structure is the
torture, the brutaelity, the asaassinétions fully known to those
in command and in cﬁarge of completing the mission? Does it
go up to the &aptains; the majors, the colonels, the generals,
the Anbassadov?

Tha raiscn I ask this question is.that we have sémething

unique in American history here. We have a United States
Ambassador In overall chavge of ¥iat goes on in Vietnam and the

generals serving under him. You have described a PFC in the
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arpy rumning A network of 50 agents in the militery, and yet

v in the government: the

Y S T S U S B PR Tt
wour funds cone From o CLVALLEn ayéendsy

CIA, in orey to impilinent this,. The CORU operation has besn
described sz an interrelationship of AID with one budget and

- -

e nilitary vith another,but with & chain of command where
wilitary ard civilians interadx. Somewhere in this procedure
in this chsin of commornd the profescicnal militavy officer who

i charged with now permitting assassinations or brutality,

epe e it swsre of this sad either he does not report it
20 his supariors or dces not discloge it to enybody. Where in

i ~- how far up does this knowledge go?.

via have bhoen told heye in the Congreszs —— wWe mék@ the laws
here -- we have besu told by the high@at'rankinq people in qurf
State Doperbtment ead wilitary that torture is not pé&rmitted;
amassination is rot pezaitted:; that written documents are
pu® out that prediude any of these ﬁhings. Do those gentlemen
know Chat zre telling us these things? Are we receiving lies
or lgunovance?

Hr. ©hi., Mc. MeCloskey, I would like to speak to
that:. |

The principles of Nurenberg were codified by the United
Nations, ¥ think, in the early 50s and later ratified by the
Supreme Court, thus hecame the supreme law of the land.

Poiicies we have used in Vietnam axe in direct viola-

sion of thess traaties and the convention in which they are

1 Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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1 ﬁiﬁﬂ@@ﬁﬂi&ﬁc Tv im ik oie policies thak establish ébnatyainﬁs
2 en corbat behsvior iLn Jlelaem.

it when vou opsrate in frae flrve uones, when you use a

A bedy acount Lo MEA3UTR YOUY BUCCLES, rhe inevitable outcome of
st this svpg - ueing thess fypes of policies is whai we are gig-
5 eussing here Tofay. Many people have testified in ad hoc

7 nearings befoxs the press, et chera, et cetera, concerning

o il these instancos you mentioned.

81 one person L would like to mention by naws, because he
0 iz a perfecht comesle, is L. Colonel Herbert, who brought‘
it naroes agslbat & gensral and a coloasl for dareliction of

i2 duty for ollowing horture o go en in their commends. I would

i3 U meke & cavoizanission that this committee, if possible, hear
14 Lk, Solonsl Hershexi.

______ 55 . ....Bz. ¥McClogkey. Let me go back on_this.. The point I-am
5 getting at is the a&aé@h fox truth. This committee is in
§7 charge of governmant information. We fxy to search from the

-

e truth, Scotevhure ve are not getting it from tha higher

19 eschelona. Do you hezve any record or any experiance whereyou
20 were told by higher command authority not to discuss these
25 ghings; not ko make written reports which included reference &o

) brutality. Are thore any references tc Holabird, for example,

23 in which you were instructed these ware not to sppear as public
24 racord if brutality end tortures were conducted?
25 Mr. Csborn. Lat me enswer that guestion this way, Mr.
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Mecloskaey: duviag that course &% iolabird we were taught

oo Bave illegal and uncondoned opera=-
tiong in the iuksrost of getiing jnformation. The basic pre-
miga Lo ﬁh@'whaie six wonths of L ining, including axereaaﬁg
21l over the fnitsd Shotes, where we infiltrated cities and
operated coverikly undercovar names ané so forth, was all tc ond
point, and that was that we would learn to think and operate
i g mentalisy thal wos illegal and e&gainst the valges of the
ety in which wo wereé ope r?.i -7 based on the rationaliza-
tien thet thir had Lo happen in order to ex (tract information
which ds: (&) pot the truth; and-(b) a 5%6&@é§.whiéﬁ inavitably
loade oo she kind of illegal and inhuman activity which is ther
provualgated in che fiaid. .
zf ven start with the euphemistic direction and 1nstrﬁc~
tiom to disrecazd any values vhich are involvad with the
pociety or the context ian which ycu are working and that is
officially cordoned, and wyou gst to the field where yéu ex-
perisnss the kind ef cxcss-cultural lack of communication and
the resulting f?ustr?tion. 2nd the racist kind of treatment
which is given to the Vietnamese from the point of tralzning in
rhe United States, and the mentality that accompanies it as a
result you inevitably end up with indiscriminate wurder, tor—
turce aund vhatcver other horrors uare involved.

Mr, McCloskey. vr. Oshborn, what I am trying to do is

put mveelf in the position of this Marina Colenal who was the

{Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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& ¢he Marine hage. I know the training the Marine gets
and the profecsicnci siandards which he sdheras to and which
e ic held 4o 2ad vo oert of it justifies torture or Lruteality

by anyene wader his cowmend. You have descxibed this and what

2
Bl

am trying o undarstond 15 how a Marine Colonel could run an

. in chovge of operations. Does

o2
(o]
Q‘
(43

operaticn of this Xind ox
he Gelibersbaly stay away frem learning about thaese facts?
poes he net ot near these areas §¢ he won't have to see or

report or undsraiend what is going on? How do you appraise

shot @-2 officer ab De-NMeng City who has had these things goling

Mg, Oskorp. I knew him and I think that I could
gpeculate. This manwould have a real roason not to know what
the method of éollaceicn was under him, and if he had a sniff
o a’auﬁpiciom~cf it he would not go down to that interrogatior
hoosh to gee what was happening. He would send a directive to
his field grade officer or his maptain, asking whati R
pening, end there lies the answsr to your question.

whe diractive which would be returne& te him would
shvicugly not be: Yes, as a nmatter of fact, we are starving
p@oplé to Adeath down here or thturing them to death or
throwiﬁg them out of helicopters indiscriminziely.

The answey that he would get would be that the CI team
i in fact, extracting the information which ig necessary o |

feed such condoned profxems as the Phoenlx Coordinator Program




-y

 officer of your battalicn that was ever present at a torture,

- | | 1151
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and that would sabizfy hinm.

wne this aize trve in your Avrmy chain
of ecommand whon yvou yeported vy &nd briefed the celonels, did
gou describs the Lorbura?

tir. Oshaorn. do. anvehing but.

Mr. Matloskey. You had been instructed, however, at
Halsbizrd by sanicr Avny officers that forture was & naevassary
parl ==

~

e, Oshorn. Hoj; that illegal activity was a necessary

My, MeCicskey. But nepver torture?

me. GCeborn. They never sgid at that time that torture
was sdvonpted, but they constantly said that anything that was
LBACSSsary was a logicul step in oxder #o obtain what ends you
hod boen assiogned.

¥z, ﬁczclogkey. Kow, vere the gusstions aver raised at
Eolabird by any of the trainees or any subgseguently in your
owa Craining or your cboervation of training as té Yo Sl e
are jusidficd, sir, in imposing torture?

Mr. Osboxn. No; I don’t think people at that time were
awaxe they were goling into a program that would lead to the
kind of tértura and indiscriminate . murder that we are 1nveiva&
in. |

U

Mr. Mccﬁoskeyﬂ “what was the highest ranking ariy .
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to yvour knowladge?

M., Ooberii. This was what 1 observed in the Marines and

rhe hichasel revizing officer was a cgptain.
S &

My. HMeTioskev, I might ask one final guastion.

A purhor of Congyressmen have been privileged to go o
Viatasm Lo Sy ae undsratand the facts there. Do you have any
recollackion of cny Congressional investigahing tean of th=

. .
Broed Services vakbher or cotherwige ever being briefed in the

ad tortures that you have des-

sr. Osborn. No: I don'g.

Mr. Hofloskay. Do you recall any éim@ua@iaﬁ or instrucH
tionor dirsabisy Svom higher authority as to what your position
wouldbe if any Concgressman asked you any guestions?

M. shsgﬁ. Wo were never approached with aA official
investigation, but this I will say will apply; we 1lived our
coverse as part of the USAID Pacification Pxogram{wiﬁh
Mnericans as well as everyone else. So Y wat State'De@artm@nﬁ
geople of s high rank Y was always My, So and So of the
Pacification Program. This was nan overt lie.

¥ir. McCloskey. Was thie knowg to the State Department
people with whom you dealt and talked?

Mr. Oskoran. They were sbout -= half of them ware ~“know-
ledgable, I would say.

Mr, McCloskey. What was the highest rank or office of
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the State Degorimsnt office there in Da~Nang City that knew
that oo ware ot an ALD at all, but #ilitary Intelligence

vperating an illegal intelligence~gathering program?

[ 3}

¥r. Csboern. ¥s0-3.
ﬁr,vMQCIOEkEf. Pgo~3, Daputy CORDS?

Mr. Cshorn. Tﬁat is right.

Mr. MoClnskey. ‘StaPe Dezpartment Deputy CORDS personhel
in ta~Many puaw that nilitary personnel would be operating
undar Cover ostens 1hfy as merbeyrs of AID?

Mr. Coborn, Yes.

My, MoClogkey. Did they alse know you ware getting
CIA fun@ing? |

Mx, Ocborn. They knew we were working with Phoanix and
¢hey had been brisfed on arrival in the country that any co-
operacion with the"hgency" and that was the CIA, under oSk

thare wae pert of their mission, and as a mattexcof fact, FSO-3
operat2@l as sn unwitting safe housekeeper for me because I
used o use his facilities to dsbrief and admirnister : polygraph
to my &genis.

Mr. Molloskey. I just want to add for your own infor-
maticn, Mr. Gsborn, and for the committee’s, that on several
cceasiong I have been privile gea to visit Da-Nang Cxty to agk
for full bricfings on the Phouxnis Intelligence-gathering ?ram
csedings by Marine and Pacification CORDS pergonnel, and on no

occasion has there been any reference to activities you

£

I e e e
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dsperibed this morning.
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have Qescribad.

v ¥ « o -

The individuzls vho briefed ws indicated that the facts

| 2

"

were complatsly opposite o those that you and Li. Ukl have

T mignt ask: were You decorated by the drmy for youx

> 3 A X . o
fnd e B T T gy et v g e ey S E ) PR
sorvioes in hhis copaclilys

Hr. ﬁ&&los&ey. What Goeo the citobion meen?

ur . Oshozo. & never vead it.

Mr. MoTloshkey. Thank youe.

My. E@axhaaﬁ. Tharnk wvou, Hr. MoCloskey.

My. Uhl, in your orepared statement you stated most-of
your CD3 wera wam@ﬁ ond children. Why was that?

Mr. ﬁhl. “all, we operated in Quang Ngai Province and
Quang Ngai Province has been traditionally a strongaold of the
HLF. Whenve: we would go out on the trail and batﬁalions
would g out on swesps they would find there were no men aroun&
o¢ if there were men they were older men. Therafore, the
people plcked up by these battalions or by us on our operations
were necessarily womsn and children.

Tha children, I say -~ young girls --— I would say any-
body under 2.

Mr. Moorhead. You say that you could arrest and detain
at will eny Vietnemese civilian we degeribed. By whose oxdex

or suthority could vou do that?
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Mr. Uni. Well, T vemember one operstion we had to
twy to tighien up base security. I wes supposed to, at that
time, sivole sat ony won of militaxy draft age. At this one
pariicular tine wren we arrested and detailned nmilitary-aged
males it was on the oxder of the 5-2 who was tha tiajor for the
Brigoda.

Or other cccanions we did this unilaterally, jusg té
narzase pacple in the Ciky of Duck Foo. Infact, there weve
assasione here woere operations planned where pzople suspuceied
oF oeinyg PCI were to be detained, had their families kidnéppad
aad &0 be detained iy our interrogavion ?daﬁter on the Briqnde
Bage Comp.

. Moorhead. You describe on page § the information
waz uwasd for input to artillexy strikes or bombing and so
forth. Wonld the information Le that there ara & group of
VE in a cartain Viilag@z jie that ﬁhé kind of information on
which alr strikssg or artillery strikes would ba base&?

Mr. Ohl. It was generslly even vaguer than tﬁat, We
would get informaﬁion, a coded sourg: would come iﬁtb-éhe
brigade, come into the €1 hcoch for debriefing and would indi-
sate, for exanple, that there was a patrel of a particular
force group operating in the areas, vﬁciniﬁy‘ceordinateszsucm !
.amd such, That typs of information was 80 vague that we cou;é

- ot A

not stage a military intelligence patrol. In other words, if ™~

we could ~- if got information that said there was a possible

-
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rice cachs, woonens sache, VCI spy or whateover, we would try &
initiate a poityrol on Lour own. Bowaver, it was 80 vagua an@
duet meferred o the VO movement.

We would type out this report and send a copy over té
the wrbillery snd otisr liaison officers. %hey would use tﬁie
vnvarifisvle infermation as imput that eveaning foxr haxrass-—
acnt and interdicihics or if they had some other information
shay would {tyy to feed into that.

Mr. Meorhead. HMr. Osbowrn, I think one point inﬁybur
tﬁg?imQLy;@u aged the word ”illégal green dollax @%éfaﬁion;f'

Mr. Osborn. Yas, siv.

Mr. Moosrhead. Are those the correct words?

Mr. Osboxm. Ves, six; that is a vague reference which
T muds for it. T had discovered in the courss of my getting
all kinfs of mizcellonzous information reported by my agents
that there was & gre«n dollaxr net in the Da-Nang area, which
mzant that that was probably the central“pb{ﬁt foxvéollection

PR

of graen dollars in Horth and South Vieénéﬁ.
| Mr, Momrﬁééazhfghat do you mean by"“greeﬁ dollars?®
Mr. Osborn. American green deollars as opposed to
military payment certificates.
Tﬂe idea was that these green dellers would be scraped
up in the bars, the houses of ill repute and other Vietnamese
sstablishanentn, which is theheart of the economy there, and

axported o sn anknown spot where they would be used as the

-

‘Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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most stable tvpe of currency in Asia to procure whatever sup-
plies would be uzed by the enewy, and we tried to get an

operation orgenizZed fo tvace that net of green dollar supply,

sxpozt, and during tha time of my tour in vietnem I guess I

shout iy nenths on and of F and never got it established.
My successor there, who I met in the States after he

- L H L 3
roturnad, sold the

27

% they eventnally scrapped the program,
although ve did spend considerable time and anergy*trYxng to
justify this o an opsratisn to militsry intelligence. /

2

Phosain woan't intarested in . Military Intelligence Zde-

That was gthe greon dollar concersn.
Mr. Moorhesd. Yo inkterest in tracing down how this

cperation toox place?

plen for that, which was simply a& long and involved report on

for it, theneaod For this operation. Second, the idea of what
vou would accomplish, and third, the implementation of it.
AL»a'waa guite en extensive report that you would suhmit to
¥I Headquorters in Saigon of any operations that you would

start. At that time I got the official reading from Saigon,

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

warkad fovard Shat end for aboud six months, worked on that for

cided it wasn®it workh funding, so we never got off the grouﬂd.

¥r. Osborn. No; they have what they call an oparationaﬁ

how you uwould go about an operation. First the justification

one of the few official directives I ever got in Vietnam, was

that that was of no Dw:éphc&a& concern ¢o our mission and that

~~
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was what.

e, Moorhaad, B, Reid,

M, Feid. Thank you, Hr. Chaivman.

My, Oshorn, didvou have any subsoguant government-
enploynent vhen you ﬁe%nxneﬂ Zyom Vietnam?

Mr. Osboyn. Oniy casually. I was approachad again by
sons people wi@ﬁ whom T was operational there uwndsr Phoenix,
one person in pavdioular, and asked if I would h&lpﬂmotivate
sowe of the egents whoe had worked while I was there. I had
drseribed hirving these psople on the bagis of tha personal
leyalty out of necessity for lack of any other waf-to motivate
them. When I left they were not depandent onm me as their
cmmzﬁiﬂator'ﬂr han&léi, but the standard ope atin ng procedure
wes not o say that wu were leaving or going back to the
States, sy, aLier a yaar's tour or stop vour chore in leading

them, having stuck their necks out and operating covertly and
with a good bit of danger involved, that you were going to
give them up and go Sack to the States; pat them on the back
and lasve them thewe for recrimination to your enemy.

Rather, you would introduce them to your successor, you
hiad to go hack for a while so that the two of you would be
working together and one day you had announced to them in a
briéfiag that vou had some very gooed nsws: that you were pro-
roted and sent wo Saigon and that you had been promoted and

would be back in several montha, if not before. It was up to

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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the now case hRendier ov agent handler ﬁo f@llew ¢hrough and
szy Mr. So end S wouldsend his records and give him a commen
Zary on how vour Sfamiiy was and so - forth.

TE was silos shaw co we wouldn't demoraliza agents.

Mo, Peid. & cifioally 8id you sexve at CIA for a

Mr, Cshown. Yam: I em sorry. That was my role theve,
to keon in contact and prowulgate the myth that they were still

working under the sara program in . pergomnel and so forth.

In othar words, that we were bzing as consisteant as

Mr-Raid. You wars on the CIA payroll?

Mr. Osbornm. I received casual paywents from*ﬁhem’ﬁof )
JUPENSAS .

Mr. Reid. Casual payment for expenses.

s@ceﬂd:vwera voun ever awave of a written order or an
oral order requiring that you as officers be present in in-
terrogation centers during any interrogation and/or tﬂié B

Mr. Cuboxn. 1MNo; not at all aware.

Mr. Reid. Do you know of any interrogation that you
witnessed or heard about of significant chavacter wvherever a
U. 8. officer was noi: present?

Mr. Osborn. The man who was killed by the dowel ir his

ear was killed during a session with two enlisted men and

undayr -- the officer during pact of that interrogation, I

ﬂ;Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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koow, wos with me in sa adjecent hooch and was not there
duping the deszth of tha priscnsv.

Er. Reid. But during emrlier inverwogaticn he wasi
vregent and was aware of the dowel?

Hr. Oskorn. Bz had dirvected the start of the interro~
gubion; definmitely.
Fe., Emiﬁ; Are you aware, do you have any krowladge of
tortura, kKilling or cther mistrectment of prisonzra of war?

Mr. Oshbova. Tgk&nriﬁ ccmbat actiqn?

Hr. Regid., Yes.

¥r. Oshbori. Yo, sir.

HMr. Reid. Takan in noncombat oparéti@n.

Mr, Cshorn. Thae detainees, vou éee, wers taken by the
military and dztained as Viet Cong suspects. Thay are not
prisaﬁ@xs of war ag a regular combat troop would ba, but as

paré of the Ve Iafrastructure, part of ethe enemy and when

arrested ave tarmed dalainees and those ave the people I speak

of today.
#r. Raid. Tou huve no knowledge of those specifically

nmistreated who ware ciassified prisoasrs of war?

Mr. Osborxn. Ho;T don't. SO |

~

Mr. Reid., Mr. Uhl, one of the matters inwur testiﬁany

on paga 6, which is shocking, is the following: You say, "The

uwnverified and infact, unverifisble information® that is to

say, if I may interpret that, has no basis in fact, "neverthele

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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wae vaed regularily at input to arkillery strilkes, harrass—
Kol

ment apd interfiction oFf fire (Hel), Eubz and other air striks
aften on popuinted araas.”

Then T hiph you indicated That you turned out a cer-
rain suvber of IRs, I think you said a dozen per week.

would you care to comment on that? Am I sorrect in
susuming that therafore 1n£orma¢ien ﬁhiﬁh you hai no great
confidance in wags used for B-52 ctrikes and -ntexdxatnan fire

o villzges and on civilian population?

Myg. Uhi. En a matter of SOP we classified ocur reports .

28 unverifisble ivfermatien. OFf%ten the coordinates that were
a - o
givan of VO wovenent were -~ leocated this movement right in

x

tha niddle of pcgﬁ; ated areas. So these, as I pointed out
hefove, these reports ;zé then sent over t6 ﬁpe arﬁillery
liaison cffi@éz FiteEel usaa without Fuxrther vemifica&icm.

FMr. Reid. Wexzre you aware or did you subsequently
verify or chack ﬁhe' reports which you had sent in which had
cleariy noted as being unvarxfled were nevertheless used as a
basis for apd resulted in int@ﬁﬁiaﬁina_fir@; artillery or a
boubing by B-5202
Were therxe instancas of that, to your knowledge?

Mz, Chl. Yes:; there ware.
Mr. Reid. bpid you ever xaise the issue with highexr

uiherities that it was one thing %o previde informaticn that

&8

was vorified sad another when it wasn't verified and that

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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abviousi" urvorified information should not be used as & bagis

or strilkes?

55

M. Thi. %hic was a natter of policy in my unit.
nvery tacticni opuraticns center had a map. I assume that
IQV%zylsameral éﬁ sarior officer is capable of readinyg a wmap

they are wmapabla of noting perheps even wore clevarly then
I am when coordinates fell in popularad areas.

D mesponsibility was to provide them with these
reports. Phey vera clearly marked as vaverifizble and théy“
chogs €05 usa th&ﬁ in this way.

Mr. Bzid. You are familiar, are you not, with thev
cvarall f;gu?ﬁs of Phoenix that indicate about 21,000 civilian
insurgents have bzen killed as part of the ovaerzll nevtraliza-
¢cion of killing, vallying or capture, sentsncing and X ncte
here that you say that: (2) Phosnix is a hoax; énd {b} that
thousands of Vietonamsse are indiscriminately claseified as

7 based on no spacific targeting procedure; based on no
avidence. _ i
Ia the inference frowm that what it appﬁérs to be that
i ,
thousands got onto the Pheenix list with no real avidence and
made them subiect el 49? to killing ox assassinatlon or trial
with no due process?
- e, Uhl. That is correct. I would like to de®ail one |
or two instances for the racord.

One waz a patrol in which one of our cod=d sourceas cane

{Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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in with inforvation indicating that several VO infragtruciurs,

™ -

paveral cadre nendors would be operating in a pacticular area

in Quang Hgal Provincs that pacticular day. IF we wend vo hay

area with Imsrican troons. savy a platocn of DICGH, that they
worid withirew to Jdesicnated spider holes. It was nomasl
o cover we were oo patrol for the Vietumaese to he hiding in

their bunkars and spiderholes.

Cgaaxallm The oanly psople we did £1nﬁ in thegse holes
ware women and childran and old men, as I peintedout. On this
particuiar mgaﬁgion.wa folt this was pretiy goed information.
e called v he 82 of oae of the battalions, which we dften
aid. ¥We went vight to the battalion with cur information so
wa could @mplm$€ it inedistely.

The Lieutaenank Colonel, Commander Colonel, was impressed
wizh the informgtion. He cont over his hallcapt@x to pick us
up. %Wa briefed him and he assigned his reasnn&ﬁgsanc@ plateon
to uvs for this operation. |

- - When we got to the area -- we had an interpreter e we
put a sord arocund the area where we suspectad the VCI to be,
and we ptcceaﬁaa to luok for the spider hole. We found it.

We did not follow the procedure you ars supposed to follow
when vou find a spiderhole. That is: we did not open the hole

with a long stick and offer :he People inside the opportunity

¢

to choose force, surrender oy rally. We put several Claymozs ()

mines on top of the hele and desmtroyed the entravnces threw in

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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bl i

a coupla of 26 Iravreniation grenadez and auvenal hu of

2 e Y Pl

1-16, subssguentiy eaving in ¢he nole. Thisg fozced us to go

P Y at L R 2% 2% TP N4
mound o the otheor gids of

l"{

trse and open up anothal

cntranza with a blasst of plastigue. Three bLodi ig= were pulled

£rxom tha hole; as I reunsnbsr, every one of the wmen - they
‘were. ¥ would cav, o of them im their 50z ond iche appeared

zo he yovnger. Thov oll haed government identif:catlion carxds.

pone of them had ooy information on them, any documentation
rhnt could lesd us Bo zuspest they weres, in fact, VO iInfra-
gtvuctore, ead cao arn - two pen were killed; two of the men
ware dead, ead ono men wes living. 2t first he appeaved to
he was breathing.

to point out in this par-

my first patrol in Vietnam,

Mr. Raid. Were these men subsequently rxeported as

vCiz?

My. Uhi. Yeg; one was reported as a tax collector and

one was yveported as on economics Cadrc.

Mr. Reid. That was a pure figment of imagination because

they had recular government decuments?
Mr. Uhl. Right.
Mr. Reid. Leit me finally, Mr. Chairman, ask one final

question. Then I would appreciate both of you commenting, if

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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vou woild.

-

¥ went o by tokally faly sad tolaily olyjxchive, becsusd

ipk 1% zeochos in eart £o the heary: of tue rapponsibiiity

l’*;
by

four this repuehengive operation which the Unf sl States has
baan ipvelivad in.
whisg i the question I asked Mr. Colby, Awnbagaader
Codbhy. I mighi sey perenthetically foy the hac&“é, hoth I
¢hink ip his vestisory bafore the committee and privately with
e g took xd&ﬁ responsibility fer the Phosnix Program.
“Mp. Bedd: The rpeson I an purguing this a little hit
ig ther tha testimony bafors tha Senate is replete
with mome indications snd from explicit reports that
as tiras dhe digerict coordinating center or the
conior sdvisers have adnitited they made mistakes ox
not certaia of their information.

+

“My cuesiion ig: are you certain that we know a membdey
of the VI from & loval member of the Scuth Vietnam
eétiz&ﬁsy?

“Anbagaador églhy: No; Mr. Congresenak, I am moﬁ.“
"M, Reid: The answer to that seems to be no; at least
i some cases. Therafore, thers is the possibility
ﬁha SOGeone wiil be ceptured, sentenced or killed, wha
has been inproperly placed on a 1int without zdeonate

=4
o

varifs

:sﬁt

cation. It is iz inafdecuate, my cuestion goes

baghk o the First point: ign't chat & raason for making

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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muavae thet legnl proceedings axe totally Jaix?”

-
3
S

"amharzndor CGoibys cerrainly would like to see whan
iwvroved &id so have bzen working on seeing them im-
oxowed. 1 Yhink they ave considexadly impioved. As I
snld, T do nox think they nced the skandasds ¥ would
e o oes aanlied to Anevicans today.”

Mr. Reid. Cownld pither of vou comment on clther the
ghandords or ccomaturag in onv degree e vour hnowledow while
vou were these ws o thelr being dwproved or chenged?

Mr. Unl. ¥ was in Vietnam for cualy f£ive montha.
Tacing €his g%rimﬁ thure was nc change in those nrocedures.
Cne mﬁangé T would like to mention.

Yhe 1ﬂﬁ,r°ogamamm officer in wy to~m waz a Sesoand
Lieutenant ab the time that I was asslipred as a chief of the
romn. He remeired with the tsam for sbou. four monthg. He
wasn ralievad »f nis &u@y becaues hes refuged -~ and I would
like #o stress -~ ha r‘ fused Se continne practices of terture,
ificaticn indiscrininately of women and childzen,

or sny suepecet, any Yetalnee, ¥ chould say, as a Viet Cong

Infragtructure or cadig merber.

»

My,  Reid. Pinally, there is another question I pul to
the Mabazeadol.
pp, Reid: Another poing, Mr. Avbassador, that I weould

ifke %o place in as ¢lsar a porspective as possible, i

the quastion of an assasszination. Repeankedly it has

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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2 3ty o S,
What

r N - S A
igt eroanization.

Y

they invelived

*ambassador
ven, M,
My, Reid:

"anbagsgssdor
the United
"Mr. Raids

tervoxr and

farbasaador

not assassinatiocn:
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Bodl:

o sald it vas zelahivaly shword-lived,

your kestinony.
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af working in

Coibys:

Congrazsman.”

and that didinclude mercernaries?”

And part of their purposs was counter-

aseagsination, perhaps.
Colibys

no."”
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-
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Lagtinony,

L T, et o Pty
el and ptohbed aond

E-up of

Ong wag
he Las
fauéand other teatified to that
Were these the PRUz and did
and aLhexa who had heaw hired for

the program you describesd?®

It wag 2 predocaszor of

Tt included psople whu were hired by

T would not gay that that wes thew-
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Wa have been tryving to £ix them up and stop that sort

of thing ewer since.”

¥Mr. Reid. Weil(, ﬁxeinfewnm from %hat } and A, X
balieve, is that wvhat happened sarlier might have included
asssssineatien, but it waes rot confoncd and did not occur, at
ieast from his testimony, after anesvly periecd.

It is your understanding, e it not, that it did ocoux

Auring a period yvou were there, which would ha in "687

whathor 1t 1z b:a,(,cg_ on a potivation to decaive the commitiue,

1! Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

¥r. Coborn. Yes, slr; what Anbassador Colby says thoeves,

"Mr. Zpid: Did it involive gouwe of that?”®
i Samhnasedor Colby: I think sone ecosured: ves. That iz
; wiy © osaid theb, T thirk somn ocourred.”
fwe. Reid:  Tial Lo what I was not totally clear chout
Faon yveuy Stostimony.”
nahaszador Crlbys ¥ thevght I tried Lo wake it <¢leax
. N\
et T think soxe did occuxr at that tima,”
;;‘ M. Huid: So, in obher words, the fororumuwer of thiw
r 414 involived sore assassinations,inadvertent
or obtagrwise?”
PArhnozader Caiby:s As I paid at that time. Mz,
Congresmnsn, Visthan was & pretty wild place at one
§W:M3:1 when the overmeent was u‘e‘ary" ungtebla and almost
ast enere. ‘‘hey enemy was very much at the gate. b
ilat _cﬁf things were done that shovld not hava ba@nﬁméa

pos



c”

S

AY]

1162
Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

is iz baged on vhat voun called esrlier “ignoranas,”

sooduaily woong.  That program which I described

=~ 2

that T vae treinsd in for illeond pavticipatici in, any brzach

-

of interunzticned or losal law ia s2ill baing teught by the

1
P
£}

seill advocuten the some kind of procedures and therd

has Hean po abiovpd whnizneasver in all of ay oxperiencs to

I waz voriphersl %o the Phoenix ?faqram on a czseal

-

vanis until June of 1370, If aﬁythimg ﬁmay had by all means
e Rind of indiseriminate illagality we have
described here today. Bny cleznup that anybody wou: | refer Lo

officially s = o eoealtbesn under oath iz a sad wiswortion,

eapnacially 'ﬁmﬁiﬂexiaq whe feot that we hove sworn to tell the
truth and he whole truun.

M. R@iﬂ. And your reports as related to Phoenix or
informaticn an providad on part f Phosnix would have gen@-off
tha chain of aﬁﬁa&n@ to ambassedor Colby?

Mr, Osbora. Corbainly 4f Avbassador Colby took the
regponaiblliziase and az vou say, for the full Phoenix Progrem.

Mr. R@ié. Thai is whathe took.

Mr. Caborn. Then I would think he, as & matter of
confidence, would have the knowledge Lo be cﬁnfid@ﬂt en thae

whole, espocinlly on the wholesale baaiz that I saw it ecour in

Vietnam, the indigoeviminate bagis, and that ] knowledge wes not

D%y cornpartmented ?rmm avyone if they wonld hawve. S

;; Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7 -
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just gone teo the loantion, been av ;ailable to be briefed on the

DAThLouLaYR.

Ky

£he i e e ey y ooy O ¥ TR S T g - e, PO o 52 -
caother phrese vou ucsd, or ngsassination of Whe $pov, Lre

PAPE. 5 & O P R R = T O Js VLN e A o o »
cuenily with oo oviience beyond fragmentary rukmors, Li that,

T RAPY Ty w i g e o AR e be o £ g “ PSP, Y1 5 . 4 - g o
and in smomen oomss atfier the fast idantifications were made on

allogadly 4he C¥, whe way wot have been the CT at aily

&

M, Coborn. Sn fact, ths intelligence reporis we golb

&

zine progodure and the provisional reconpaissance units which

¥ domoribod sovliev vhich the CIA called Goon Squade, un-

weve cophamlzoed by Anbassedor Colby and cthers us ngueraliza-
Lion; yes.

Mr. 7eid. Flrally, Mr. Chairmmn, aqa;n i repaat theat -

should ba ealled in Fecotive Session until etﬁérwis@ all &hﬁ
facts ars rooitad cut ,z.f*:irly and untill this program iz totally
endad both by the United States and South Vietnan.

T would fike to ask onc final guestion of Mr. Uhl, be-
canse I think you have put it vexy ﬁ..@arly in vour hmt
SENLense. |

You talk sbout those scarved pgsyahwlag

,iApproved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

voeu sav “wholesale® I tske it you mean

were there was suificient assassination so

an sumraries wera Yho veports of that kind of standard epera~-

officially had the primery miasion of tie assascinations which

Feally f rom having

|
§

i fesl thie davestigation sbhould continue, zhat higher officers
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P bosn awameiioners oFf byutal policies will not only zeek
2o wedieal and fipaucicl velief, bubt in & yeal cense, represeni
3

31 a2 human resosrod no Jongsy willing or sble to belisve in the

A4 werth of Amecican lustitutions.
5 1 Bo g both foel that othose whe have bsen in these
G } mrocrEms 0r given ovders uader those prograns, now gerimuaiy
7 f doubh whaibher this is & country concerned with law, with hunan
8 11  zichea, with duo PLOsess, and parﬁ of these hearings must be
04 an atbumpd at **{.3 wiot, and aktempt at making clear that thid
0 Rind of thing will rof be tolerated by a new generation of
1 | %ﬂ@éiﬁ&ﬁﬂ gnd thet 4 ‘ ‘his auet be totally rooted ocut i¥ we are
2 to Dave gny woeral gmgiﬁieﬁ in the world rereafter?
15 | ;o TRy, W, T think the volces of Yhe men T am veferving
14 | to hawve beewn stzong over the last 20 weonths or so since the
5 Mylali masssove reveived such notorivty.
6 Ir hte sumner of 1970 geme 50 voterans  testifled in
17 Waghington, 2. C., at which ome Congressman~elect Q&@ present.
e Thera were ad hoe hearings in Congrees. There wes the winter
i9 goul imvaﬁtiga?£03. There have been many, many occasions where
‘EQ veterans have spoken ocut. It is only recently that they find
23 that the institutions that supposedly represent their necds
22 are beginning o listen.
23 Ik we that this opens it up. I helieve aur‘taa%if’
24 || . £ying today mighl be the firsgt time veterans have tegtified ‘
285 bafore a legitinete Congressgional Committes with the ore

:Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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axcepticon ¥ thinlk, of John Rervy during the wveteran oppor-
tunitios, € $hink thad more smphasis should ba placed on

Gnn the nerppeckive of the low-vanking 8T from the field

w i &

sinee this ssns o bs the problem, the discrepavncy between
want the g@iaﬁv»maﬁerﬂ_&eil ug and whabt goes on in the field.
I think Zhis conld benofit greatly from heaving wmore va &f
frem &l N03'2 end all branches of servicaes.

B, Reid, W2ll, 7 thank you for thalt and your comment

triggered ons wors ief guestion.

s

ningtod: Mylol pelantad o Phoenix in any way, shape

g Foim, oo wer oy of the information wsed in that oparation
baged o makeriale gwplied by Phoenixn?

Mr; Hﬁi. Sinc: L was an inteliligence officsy for thst

particular brigade, that perticunlar Adivision, I <an only con-

sent on the preosdures. T 20ve no pursenzl kunowiedge of Myladl.

n"ﬁ‘

We oftsn would use, as I sald, Choonis rationale for
creating and iLuplencnilng of cowbat operatiorns, We would send
intelligence parscrnnel. on these search and destroy mi&ﬂianﬁ
with black lisus. with numbers, lists af e Infrmatrnﬁvu?eu
This was a cosmron procedure in this particular division and
in other diviszions from what I have been able to gather in
talking to hundreds of veterans.

Mr. Reld. was Mylai this typs of operation? You said

. you had no grecise knowledge of Mylai,but was it a search and

'&estf“ r~tyna of eration that could have carvied on this kind

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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of endegvor?

e < PR P " L PSRN - . WP, N
By, Uai. Yo oy knowledge it wes a search and mwdﬁfﬁye
g‘fi:‘f: ) "’.{fim P

Me, Gootong, o voulisse gny commant on thats

”
|7

g‘-’!

M, Omlsorna. o owould juut gav this, siv: the kind of

spontansously the complete destruction

A

af everyihing alive, as the rscord shows, in Myhail ls th@ Sams
kind of thouwy:t that ve really haven't toushed on and I don'e
want tp go irte dstail here today, but L% is a lack of *@sue@w

of the Victunssase hwsan heings which cavsesg the Phoenix Co~

v sgont pets which report for vWhatever
reezon pEopis who inovitably die, people bacanse thoy rapbft
them, whetheyr 1% ig un infentry unit going in and slaughtering
a village o whether it is o body count on another basis: it
dossn’t matiars |

Mr. 2nid. Thank you, ¥r, Chailrnan.

Mr. Meorhesd. x. MeCloskay.

Mr. Hoelloskey. Gentlemen, both of ybu ware military
intalligencs versonnel gethering information for essentially
wilitary operationsg. When I was in Da-Nang, Mr., Ogborn, in
Docarhar -~ SIousEs e, Jastary 196%, just priox to TET, X
gathar you ware thera?

Mr, Oaborn. Yes: I was.

Mr. MﬁCl@gkey, T was there in 1970 and zgain im 1971

W&ﬁ'm-yfuﬁﬁad by the fact that in that interval of tiwe

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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shanet o7

. 3 - - X
s infanbyry 4 4Ly unids o des

T e R
PR WY PUXk 1S

eivilion byse beconuse $hey have a geood bit of esp

Nz. MoeTlosksy. DG they think you were o

ey T

Mr. Ceborn. Yes: they d4id. The oanly way
7 wes oble to satablish a proper rapport with the

ha fack T v

B4
.4
%

I was, but nok to go to him as a PFC in the Anay

Bud he leoked at we Az an individusl and suld: ¥
gure whera I stand, so vou txy it and I will seso
in order Lo obtain information.

The only way they had of obtaining intelll

sime was the Herine long-range patrols, which ave

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

a nusher of wiwhedy end villsges were decstroyed by miiitary
é oparations. nmon wennli, zod Mr. Uk bhas tostsf
rhe parpogs of veur M Taomn, to got combat sntellig
veing torvara in wilitoyy operations, did your oo
Dp-Wanag O range ali over gQuang Nanm Proviace?

ipformabion qathaxu&

Mw. Gabown. Yoo, siry the Plrst Farine Division, when

T Fiest aspronched tham, ¢id not wank to cooparate wizh the

s cspeble of & lot of information-gathexing, whicl

cut. ¥ was offering him the use of agent ccllaction procedaras

1174

isd 4his was

Rk v.é,g.}. gay .

irvit 4 corps.
clyilisn?
I e PEEBON

offinar was

and bag his
covnecation because I am gurs that X couidn‘t have geinad it.
ame st really

how it comss

gence at that

exiramely
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1imited. Theoy don’t cpeak Vietnmmese. They have no percap~-

£

tiow of whal they an: 2eeing in the celtural context to which

thay are foveign. I evplained thait nusnce to him, which I
waa surpriged to see he dida't feel previously or know, and he

i o AL i

e LA At g S T g LT P i iR

N

said porhops chat vas o way of getting information he wasn®t
caoatie of.
kY

- g o e DD nae o M
IR @0 DU

Ba g G0 s
I found thew, to make a long story shori,
vacoiving thew, sulling

shey were ot Harine veports; they were anything else, but

shey weraneot Hardne. I went sboul appealing to him o1 & re~
fwogpegtive boasis. What I

paid is: if you don't bhelisve the

rapoxris are wortbwhile we are dgolng %o save you lives, logis=~

#iom. or whatever, then lot's plot what Y have veported and

sua wohat happens. By that method over a perlod of shout six
vesks T was able to vonvince him he would save himael? a lot
of psrgénnel problems and so forth by having the vacancy

TEPOLE . TRt

in other words, they wers zocvrate end timely.

to, or that basis he started to cocperate with the agent

reporis, and I submitted them regularly thexonfiter and also
upgraded ny acstivities in order %o collect information fox the
Bient Morine Division and at that tiwe we had spproximately

half a dozen —~— T don't know how many -~ five or aix 3-52a

;éhpproved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

ard that was my primary user for a long

i
1
i
4

i

and throwing the reports away becausa:

a

n et by e ghie
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which wers coning owver Quam which weve assigned to the First

Marine Divieicn operafions, and it was theix tactical area of
respoasibiliiy o vwhich thess plsnes were assigﬁ@d. If they

IF they had %&raah for them they would use-the B—ﬁﬂs.
¥ they didn®t they wouldn't, So, after I was reporting
saversl nonths for the ¥irst Marine Division the aﬁéufacy of
whe xﬁgoﬁaarw&éw guch endthe limived -- they had such a limited
aceess to that hind of information that I could submiit a re~
poxt Lo the T ;ﬁvz Warine Division and wherein an hour get a
B-53 ﬂtrikﬁ.ﬁmﬁ troying an entire qr;é gguare on a map, and ve
aid that,

Mr. Mooloakay. You say & “"grid square;” a kilometar?

Mr. Osborn. Caa square kilometery right.

¥y, MoCloslkay. In Pebruary of 1970 when I was there
the top CORDS Advisov of IXOR told me that out of 555 hamletas
ir Quam Hang Poovisce 307 had been destroyed by American
militazxy actﬁmng sither to gensrate refugees oy to destroy the
sreunz that was of potential sap&vrt to the ant Cong.

In the p&ried vou were there, 13 fronths , do yau havae any
estimnte of the number of hamlets that were destroyed by

ervican nililiaey actlio dﬁzing that 13 months® periocd and if

strikes or infantyry acting on

’-M

so, how many hy B-52s or a
intelligencs such as you had?
Mr. Oshkoxn. I apologize fox the fact ¥ Jdon't have that

kind of information codified. I do kaok that ot the helfght of

:Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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our operat 21 poriod, which was certainly more than Bix
wentho, that o was torgeding B8Bis from my own Ver rified ?@gorﬁa
e, did do what thay cnlled “B-52 plows

#r. Hetloskey. Whaet was that?

M, cihorn. Folessed a row of bombs snd as they fall

of the other by virtue of the

monavtun aad sisply lesve a lavge scarrad plow in the earth.
Thay ave Jdone by patbtern, caleulated patters to the groun&.
what is oalled s honbing patitern.

with & B-52 it is designed taﬂdestxny a grid sguare.
fhie L8 'gcgmglish&é.wiﬁh ono mission. That is a lot of fire

powar end alse it is brought in on the basis of invormation

in & subenet snd so forth that there is ox was

F *
s
0
%f:
L
W
&
£
{7
jé

recantly an enewy unit varying from sguad fo bagttalion in the

ing the entire grid sguave.

Mr. HeClogkey. I think I invarrupied you. You wexe
ealking about a szix months op&xatinnal pericd, What was the
nurber of grid sqrares destroyad?

Mr. ogkomm. I would approximate them as two awesk for
six months. That was about 50 that I can think of.

Mr. Mctlogkey. Did thosa grid squares at any time in-
clude hamiete where civilians were iiving?

Mr. Ogborn. Probably all of them did.

Mr. MeCloskey. Was this true of Quang Ngal @favi‘i

o v

iApproved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73800296R000100070616-7
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" - vyaPas
Conant?

Wars vou opawetivg, T

every time I walkad into the

e AT L) P T

? g3 offics, which vz prebably ense a day, there wers what~wé'“”
cail “ero iighta,” B~U2 strikes plaaned, actonally outlined on
the mep in cux aress of  responsibility. I don't have any

i way of estiretiny how weny of these were performed wary weak
nor hew mexy of facs fell in populated sreas.

By, Wotleskey. I heve no Farthsr guestions.
¥r, Hooshasd. 2nd Mr. Phillips.

wiw, Osboer, & think vou tastified thet yony activities
in Cietnem werse comnletsly apart from any related amﬁiviéﬁ’ ox
huowledss of the Scuth Viotaomsae: that they wverc ﬂnil&k@:ﬁl?

NMr, Ouborn. That is corzagh,

Mr. Philiips. You also testified, I believe, that some
of your actions wers Girvectad at South Vietnaness citizens.

¥r. Osborn. They weze, in fact.

Mr. Phillipz. I wender, what would have happéh&@ if
GVY units had szpprzhendsd you . ox questioned vouy activiti@s
smywhere along the lire; what wculé have happened to you?

¥r. Osboru. That would be & matter of spaculation. The
resson that ¢ lived under cover was, vou understand, so that
the U. 5. sould deuy my presence snd my activity. So, when ong
is compromisad and take several agent handlers compromised at

a tinma, they weuld simply move from the arsa and send = seither

their real names or a different cover name altogsthar.

£

AR st niT

ks
2
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8o, this wsale the whole thing conpletely avaporadble.
Phat ism he kind of Shiay they have described to thae Viet Coug
snd spesifically the NVIX. We have that as wore of a standard

cperating procadums &8 Jar as an illegal aciivity and an

official jeck of condoniag thadk. We were told informally that

7k

rn wore byiefed ia Saigon when we Fivat got there the first
znd T went with » gzeup of half a dozsn people for a
briefisy ot which we were fold, I think, as a gtandard line,

T helieve, corpromise end there will be a denial cfthis and

&5
=t
]

shers were celucicns of how bhad the Vietnansse jails were; 80
watah y@&xsal@@é #nd deatu get caughat.

Several rscols vers compromised snd they imvediately
lefe ths aven, ond ¥ hsd & couple of peoplse compromicsed. I
hed uever folt ot any time that I would get any cofficial back-
ing of aid from the pesple who assigned me there, and as &
matter of foob, from that briefing was told explicitly ther I
would not. K

T e, ?hillips;”'?cu wore oivilian clothes, then? You
didn’t use o uniforn?

M. Ogborn, Mok ab ell. I wore civiiian clothes only
in attending civiiian clvbs and Wavy officevs cieba and so
forth, which was appwopriate to the rank of 65-9.

¥r. Phillips. Did you use any kind of special In,
identificsylion cepers that would identify you if you wezrs :
gqusptioned by -— suppoge this Merine Colonel, how did he veriiy

[
*

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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¢he fact fhal vou ware what you rspresented yourself to ba?

Mr. Coborn. o had sevenil different identities and fov

ench of thax L had a cooplete set of documentaition.

made in Salgon znd thay ware just as officisl as anybody -

= .1-

ohey were mds up olfzen blanks

v meversl poople look et me and wonder who I was

g0 ag a Hanbor of tho State Dupartment CORDS this and thats

They were

theora, and as a matter

who are you really? Arxe you really so and

than sbraight in the sve and oducs

Yan: this iz mwy ID coxe

By, Philiivs.
Mr. Gaborn.

savaral times,

" pu . Ay & ot F e
avcazss e which ona a0

oneé sach a8 a

o be using at ¢the tims,

Thay were, in faot.

twice in one change in order

and I could look
my documents and say:

®iw

They ware intewchangable?

I had o interchznge
to obialy

u ¢ N . .
woulds't constitets and the other

lazsified map of the Da-Nang Air Base and was

-

b@&! ﬁhau was GﬁlJ by &111tary access snd had I been an

afficor of the military I could obtain that.

my house in De-Hang ond got into fatiguss, about the only time

i went vback in

T were fatiguss in Vietnsm, got my doocumentation which proved

vneguivecally that I was a Pilrst

aeked the saws intelli

cut of frustration.

Mr. Phillips.

viet Cong.. Doyon think y

: Lieutenant and went back and

gence officer and he just gave it to me

ljsiqned for it and ~-

Suppogze you had been captared by the
vou would have been troated as a

P TR
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Ura eibmomeac o K S0 A)

militayy pmfsoner,. oL o puk it anotler wWay: do vou know of
ay of yaur collestues chat were wapburad?
M. Colorm. Lo ©okad ouite 2 swbor of friswdg thot |

- renke waat Trosn Major on Jown o g

n

PRC he agwed Lah&l@: andl the Madjex happensd Lo be ouw
operabions cificar thara in Buie when the %ha{hﬁtjwaﬂké‘ﬁﬁﬁa (0
wh 7 were tropped thorvs for four days in & house and they got
secether and decided the one thing if they wers caphu ured, the |
ong thing Li@v wronid mot kave on is theixr eivilian decuments-—
vien snd they wows going to appear ss mlitury a@minié;zation»
“ypa pevgoanel who hod Just come back from BUR znd got caught
ap in that thing znd they had done nothing; they vere not.
associated wi%h that at all. !

S0 that is how they would have i@ﬁ tn ﬁuifill the
oover, by nor folfilling it, but aezﬁainlyaiﬁgﬁut any official
documonts, to auswer Your guestion.

tr. Moorhead. Mr. Reid.

Mr. Reid. Mr. Osbern, was a Chiness worean who worked
with yéu asﬂ&méinateé by U. S. persconel? What were the cir-
cunngtancesn?

Mr. Osborn. Yeg: I had a Chincse Wational interprater,
fensle, who was melti-lingual and educaie& in France. Shé was
& native af‘ﬁui@. and worked for me for suavsrsl months. She

beccne essential to ny inflight inb the Vxeﬁnahase BCANS




o S N
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hacause I hed ne cpléural vndersteanding by way of education

and tralping, sva I ow

d her knowliedgs, not by way of traimiﬁgé
hut ag couriers art iss other support functions. She made
contacts seo Ywuldn'h be seen as a Vietnamaze agent and that
ing of thing. She was exposed to ouw b%éxaﬁiéﬁ‘,

was oo imericen captain who had wanted to be an

£

B o g
Mg ek e

B

agent handlex himzelf snd found aniy the enlisted men could do
#his kind of thine o found himseld wié&éat & jobe.
0f€icialiy ha wes in chovge of intelligency contingency fuvnd
monays thad iz: woney for the Army for agent oprrations. Therd
was no moaay wad no Sob for hiw. He lived in Da-Nang payi-
oheral to the lutellivence comsmanily and had no functigng

Ons afternoon after lunch we laeft our club and I went
bhack 2o mv housa and he drove in the driveway and my inter-
preter waz coming back from luach and he shot her through the
nack with & .és.aﬁﬁ rhen drove out snd went to his house, which
was down the étz&aﬁ s couple biocks. His reason, his motiva-
tion for deoiny this was for one thing: he had a complats
Aigdain for the Vietnziess or sny rele that thaey might have
that would be of mors construction than his; and . second: his
vationale was when I-ccmﬁxcnted him with this, that tha woman
was only a Slope enyway and it doesn't wattev. Thst is 2
devogaktery ferm for any Vietnanese.

This goes in the category of Slope, Gook and whatever

alge.

o e
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My, Roid. And what elsge? What dldycu mesort as a

eopult of thiz

gy, Ovhnzn, bothiang. The dndividual, by the naturve of

cur activitios —- wail, his official rationalization had baen

fhat sha was ovav-ixposed to oparatiana, that shs knew too

weoh and that dangercus, which in fackt was quite far

from the vtvoekh. EShe was esgantial to the svecass of the

» *

AN
cpavotions bocause we had no competenca 1a it ovrselves.

M. Beld. So Uhara was no subsequant inguiry into it

i
s
&
foet
et
8

Mz, OLGOY.  NOGiZ.
e Boid. e, Dshora, one other guestion.

The pisey in the Suanday pepar, the New York Tines,

aniitliad: "rhis Phoneiz is a bixd of denth,” next to the last

pavegeaph savs: "Az high lovel the United States' insistencs
an  aventory of 21l thoge imprisoeagd under the Phoemix progradm
ip baing conductaed. Arericen officials contand they do not
kunow how wany such prisonsrs they arve; vhethar they are
geatbered in jalls avd zntﬂrxcgﬁ -{on centers all over the
countyy. The puxpose of the inventory i3 ﬁb Wﬁgﬁ out the real
Viet Cong snwwaﬁia from others whe sya framed, impriscned and
whwﬂavg;
Do y&ﬁ hava &ny inowle&g@ of the iaveatory and prior o
vour daparfare ffﬁﬂ Vx@rﬁam vara thers saything representing

aocurate reporke a3 23 where the VYOI dstriness or insurgents

! Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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are boing bhold?

M., Ogunwn. Hor as I oseld befora, I nevey knew in the
cnurse of all those overstions sny detainee to live through

»

his irtervogeiicn, They el) died.

]

Y. Retd. They 2ll dicd

Mr. Osuorn. They 811 digd. There was naver any
zaasenoble @gﬁaﬁiighmﬁn% of they fact that sny one of those
individuain WL, in faw%; cooperating with the Viet Can,‘ﬁu%
$hey 211 4isd and the walority waém si¢her fortured to d%&th

or things Liks thrown from helicopters.

ar interzogaved fom political roasona as Gonezal o - “hag

e ad

suggested that Phoenin has beon used ?élitidally?

Mr. Osbora. Vouy definitely. i would sry this: with
& DPTOGTAN A8 treachevcus ap that, with sz little contrel as
thaz, it cﬂaiﬁ ba used to vhatever ends were iﬁﬁiégriminatély
appiied to fwv: yes, definltely.

Mr. Roid. We have been spprised there wore approxi-
mately 600 cfficers in the Phosmix program. A number of them
7i0ld grada: the others captains apd lieutsnanis. about how
many teams were there in Vietnam carrying on Mi functions
pinilar ¢o yoursg?

Mr. Osborn. Oh, T would say in the TRCX area I kaev
of half a Aozen agent uperators, that is: agent nandlers liks

- myrself,

3 Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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.4 opgb iz because T knew of them heving heen

in Fort Holabizd with then and in Saigoa with thas and a0

hin cover bheltisr fRkan I.
Mr. Rezid. Thers were each onecf thesa teams in the

four oOYpE avens?

ny Lunction.

£icnz and that was rzorgenized in -~
vr. Reid. How many of the agent hendlers were those
that wers cpervabing noets such as yours who spoke Vietnamese

or individuals and affiaﬂxs in Phoanix who apocke Vietodvesne

involved working with Vietnzmesa that first one should learn

the languege?

%é&pproved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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farth. o pratiy oach knew whoe each othar were. There was é
faildeow T koew ag a USAID personnel with the Pacification pro-
é oran ohoub ny ave and who I en sure was not an agent handler.
; vhen # go® back to the Unitad States and wan- aaﬁignéd
o Fort Read, | Diropnsy cawe back from Viebnsm and jainad ﬁy

unit, Svre enough, he had the sawe job as I, excep® he cvsed

My. Ozhorn. Thers ware, infact. Originally whon I got
there the 535 I group was set up like ¢his: in each core avea
rharae was & bz ‘t 1ien for unilateral covert collection activity

for each of the four vorps areas. Then it was, in other wozds,

thoers was a battalion which coverad all vietnaw. MNow,

thers is a bettalion in each coOrXps area which covers all func-

and was there any veguiremsnt in Port Bolzbird that bacause thi

A s RN AN LT
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Mr. Osbern. Very few of the merican people I knew in

who migir: oy nilght not he accursta?

My, Oghoen. That wag trusy that was ons of the main

o e T R

esugsz of parareia. Yhat was one of the main rationales of

tha csptain who murdared the interproter, bazed oh & SUNMaYY

¥

valne that Vietnomoese ave not to ba serusted baCsuzews are
orgzly ﬁ&pan&awt upon thew. That is 8 standard value, being
sware of your ogent o mot falling in love with vour agent ov
losing vour chisclivas..

Taar is trestlsyg with what we call officially at
Halabivd, a healthy svepicion ox something lose to that. It
iz not healthy.

Mr. Rmié. one final question.

1f T uwdevstand yaﬁr togtinony corrastly, when you were

talking abouve the Defoase Intelligence Collection wunuxl, end

algo shout pxaceﬁuées and training a2k Fort Holabizd, if I
underetand vou corzecitly 1t was elther oral or written disw
emagicn of terminatios, both with‘praﬁuﬁiea and with extremse
px@juﬁiﬁe; iz that correct?

Hr. OCzborn. That is coxrect.

Mr. Raid. That was in ;ritten as well az in the course
orally?

Mr. Oshorn. Yes; I quite ranawber having been assigned

: Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7



223

E]
L)

e

v

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
ous day €y suuby the intelligenca cycle which goas from icocki

*

Fox an agant, the toraination of en agent wllfe way thzough

and the last zsovicn i thak chapter was ternination. With
prajudice ﬁa“.& srherbagery and without prajudics vas a suh—
oabagory bt &géaz a:3 T over ses il céi fied in achocl that
 ghay were to bz tertured %o Jueatheoy murdered. fhat came
1Qﬁ@z in the field. That is how that kind of illegal training

sty E Sy g e g 2>
i cupplied, R Haul.

. Rﬂiﬁ, Fhand you, Mw. Chailrman. -

'w igten gquostions thnt membars of the commitise would like to
subndt to '*on latern
My, ﬂhl. I hove no obliection
Mr. Oshorn. Iiv objection.
My. Hoorhead. Fr. Phillips, do you have any quastions?
~M#, Philips. Yes, cne more.
Mr. Meorhead, Excuge wme.

Mr. Mcoloskay. 2 just have ons or two, HMr. Osbozn.

eould do thase jebs, such gg you held.
Mr. Osbosrn. That is zight.

Mr. McClsskey. Why was that?

rrained snd are trained ln the Army avs told ¢hat there is no

official way te et information. Thexe iz the DICOM which we

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7

M. Eoorhesd. Would vou g&ﬁkleman be willing tc answer |

T was struck by somathing cu gaid that oaly enlisted men

My. Osborn. It was because tha agent hendlers who were |

e 2

i
¢

o, TR T R

it K P B



[

o8]

£

2

15

16

17

b

1130
Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
pantlioned, bow that wo & @o it, end you have to be xl«szle
encugh znd willing encughk to go cut on a limk o accomplish

- ]

thaess things in ordsr to obisl n the informstion. In exchang®

Ko wodin %
for that Rin

A of ueeachny or that kind of = miasion thay will
ive vou the sutonomy nestsedaly o mp&ra%a ag 2 axé;llan.
in ch@x words, to the enlisted men they can says would
vou rathor vecstats or be 2 subordinate in the Rrmy. A
wmujority of thase pocple have collere degrees and ave capabls

of heing an sificsz -~ or would vou rakher be aubonomnous aud

ag T memtioned, s nusbsy of people take this course and

ap to Vietnes and do aothing, stvaight Awmy. The majority of

these eight ovt of ten people do nothing in their . “whole year. |

M. Mollosley. Viewing a commigsionad officer, we used
£o call them sn officer and a gentlewan by act off Congress.
officers deliberatsly precluded fronm sacxticipating as agent

handlers?

Hy. Oghorm. 'They are, in fackt. The only agen® handiex

coursa that is giver in the Axmy is givan to eniisted mam.
That ig not based on the myth that officers ara gentlemen by
act of Cengr@sé.

Hr. Metloskey. I believe that nyth deeg axist.

My, Osboxn. Jt is a myth.

Mr. Uhl. I think they are MOS and not in fact r@stxiet&

in agent handiers. In factk, I nave friends in Quang Ngal Clty

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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who were ac Fert Loishind with ma and took '68 course and
Facis, nyent handlers.

My, Rﬂiﬁ.r ‘Fhat w&é a course for officers?

Mr.Uhl, Yes.

My. Metlostey. The previcous testinopy where you
dagoribed
thags wars a1l Harine officers not connected with your chain

— R s
s Y

&
th

e, Oshorn. Thad is tue, six,
M. Mellosksy. Who did you report to? ¥ho was wur naxt
bighest official when yor weve in Da~Nang City?

e

wy, Oghborn. Popr that? I should tell you it depends on

had no supoerior. It was a nattor of having accepted the nets,
getting the informstion andfesding it to whom I theaghe it

was necessaxy to fead j¢ to. If I wvanted to go back to Saigon

and live ¢hove on the aconemy, fine; or some province capital |

oy whatgver.

Mr. MaCloskey. Who wes your next military superior in
the ATmy?

Kr. Osborn. I was cempartmented.'fram ¢tha military
becanaa thsy would have denied my existence. Tha2 only comnec-
rion I had with them was to zecelve my pay by covert neeting

cnce a month ond to get an RER.

vhe preseace of officere in inrerrogation and torturd

the pzogven. ¥ aad gone out end found the Phoenix pregeam. 1

Mr. MeCloskey. Who did you gel youxr pay fram; whare anq

.. Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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whan?

Wy, Ogbora. AGainistrative Ceptain from the First E
Batealion 525 8% Group who I knew from m;lﬁlnb and ‘who used tq
glip ma ny pay under the tebls ‘nt dinoer.

Bo. Mooioxkey h was your <oivilien club in Da-Nang? | {

Mx. Osborn. Hoy a Favy Officars® club where we all
belongad.

Mx., Mettoskey. This is once a month you got your pay
From on hewmy Cophadn vio came in in giviiian clothes to a
Bavy Officers’ Club?

¥e, Ogborn. Thst is right, aord in faet, had geveral
sipners himsel” :nd wenld pull out civilian docunentation and
go pay the paople, hiz people who he was aéminisyatively
ZaBPOnS ibie for. He var @n R, a regular army officer and had
plann aé o go caveer and finieh 2@ ysars in zervice, but after
his service in Vieinem snd scoling the effectiveness of the pyo-
gram he resigusd his corminsion. He i now & clvilian.

Mr. QLOJkﬂy. T am overcome by this testlwony.

T have no further guestions.

Mr. Moorhead. Mr. Phillips, ﬁa}you want o ' .

My, Phiillips. Yec.

Mr., Uul, you @sseribed the intelligence consinganey  fund
on pags 6 of your stotexent, and you have referred to it as
your clessified fund. Do you mean it was clasgified 2s a

secuwity document, secuxity classification; is that what you

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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My, Uhi. The seistence of the fund was supposed to be
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Mr. Gsboyii. Y@sg'ii was secreb.
e, Thillinz, Do you have any way of knowing what‘kind
of funds wers Fovacled into ICTP; wewxs they mii%axy~fumﬁm ox g
CiF ox ALD funds ovw y&are did they cone from?
| M ; ﬁhi, T belisove the funds funnelsd inte ICF

befenne Dapariment funds allocated specifically for that pur-
POSE .

My. Phiilips. fow did you obtain money out of this fund?
Did you put in a voucher or what was thae procedure that you
Followed?

My, Ghl. Thers was a ICF officer at division. Once a

month he weuld fly to Saigon and see the designated amouni of

money. He would dishurmse this, thea, to the varicus -~ his

miltiary intalligence people located at the brigade lavel.

They hadthrae brigades, sc he would disbuvse it te three dif-
ferent pecple and he would keen & certain zmount at division E
for -« I don't have any rewmembrance about the amount of woney. !

Mr. Fhillips. That was going to be ny next guestion: |
if you have any rough estimate of how much money went to this

fund a wonth.

My. Uhl. I remember we pald cur coded sources
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approxinately $50 a month. We paid out incantives, mestly
liguor and cigewotivs, which wers pwovided Zor us in that
form. BAnd we pald also bonures and incentives Jor WGEPONEY
or wrdinaaee turned over Lo us o if a pavticulsy s0Urce was
reapansible - information wes ragponsible for rondaving u‘
hody count or rice ceche or weapons cache.
Mr., Poillipe. Just one general guestiom,
Do either of yaa know ia stences whiein the targeting

and ‘a@atralwaatleﬂ alieged VCI that &h*s night vhave Eeani

uzed to eliminate a poldt zical rival or a potential palitxcal

vival? Now, ¥ can sce the potential is there for this type of

abuse vhera you ars paying an infamﬁant there is no way for
yoo to varify thes information that he gives you; you go ahead
andsend out 2 patrg; or some other type of artillery ox B~52
“*ka»an that particuler village to eliminate them,mt do
you know af sy political ramificetions of any of unig kind of
aelimninatica? |
Mr. Uhl. I know of no specific instance. I_can egly

speculate tha® it is one of the uses it is probs shly uged for.

Mr. Phillips. oo you know, Mr. Ogboxn, any such cases?

Mr. Ceborn. I know of no == I would ask political rivel

of whom? Would you gay --

‘Mr. Philiips. Perhaps the province chiefd oxr the viilagé

chief could paerhaps cet to your informant and bribe him to

eliminate spotential xival.

| Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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My, Qoburn. He: X wcuzﬁ'ﬁnly gay thio, %bmt tha VCE
constitutas by officisl definition, sven the central corps of
paonlia who aze trying o gain logitimote entrance oto th@‘:
governmens ax it dees not exist in the provinces aow jand
navoer has sirce ¥ have bsen inveived in government; so .
naturally auybody ﬁho‘wmuld ba on that lis¢ by dofinition as
a menber of the VC‘iﬁfxas&xa&tur@:hecaﬁse thay h&vé pblitical
rivals who arae now ruling the provincas wﬁieh w2 lrave seen,
a3 an iil@giﬁiﬁ&t(upﬁaﬁess,

Kr. dosrhesd. MNr. Cornizh.

Mr. Coznish. Yes. This is zddressed to hoth of you}

pid at any time in oyeur miiitaty gervice vou receive
any orientation at all en the Ceneva Cananﬁion?

Mr, Osborn. Cetegorically; no.

Mr. Uhl. I attended Infantry Officers School before I
weat to O0Zficers School, and 1f I ravwmer there was soms vagua
reference made to it in one hour bleock of instruction of
military lew or something like that, but nothing very substsan-
tial. )

¥r, Oshora. MNc. Uhl was trained as an officer aad I
was‘trainaé ae ﬁn eniisted men. If they received an hour of
instruction, on one hour out of what: a £lve-nonths course -~

Mr. Uhl. Twelve waeks,

Mr. Osborn. Twelve weeks, oae hour on the Geneva

Acoord, it would be, by the nature of the program, there in

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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oxdaer to ba iz Lo be kaowladgebhls of the documwent., In fact,

an wa have salda beforas, the onlistedasn gre the ones whio arve
thae oparativesn snd hey sre not inatructed.

Mr. Coxpish. . Uhl, % don't think we got fox the
zgeord what happensd oo the thivd mmm thet cams out of kh@‘
gpiderhola. Was there sémethingelse you wereming to tﬁllius
rrout thaty You sald %hﬁ& he waz still alive, but I dan'tx
think wa heard the couclusion on fiat ?&xﬁicuﬁﬁn apigseda.

Mxr., Ok, %éll, vhet haposned was: one of Zhe counter-
ingeliligonc: aéantx wie served weder we had bsen 1o Vietnam

for soma woailsz, had busn on 2 nuwiber of these patrels, took

cut his .30 smuhwnﬂgeﬁ'%evolver and put it up to the man's

head znd wes aboyt do ki1l him, at which time I prevented him

from doing thad end ha tuerned o the ranking officer: Capiln

8~2 from bettalion and sgked him why he could not procesd and

kill this mas and this wass (1) the way they geheﬂally rpro-

coaded; and {25 it wasnecessary because if they didn't kill

the men he would just be turned over to corrupted VN officials :

who would lat him out again and he would be cut planting mines

agaih, 5o the captrin told wme that I could ﬁake the decision
since it was the military iﬁtalligenc& gparation. He Jjusht
washaed hiz hands of the matter.

So, I told the man that he would not -- that I would
not countenance hie killipg this civilian and that if he did

that I would raport it.

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100070016-7
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Az & vesult, mest of the CI agents, Cuu&t&xmzntelliéan@ﬂ
agauts wouldn®t go out on patrel with me, bui X knew this was
common bahavioer in Vietoan.

Mr. Covnish., %Wore vou awere of sny competition betwesn |
thege intellicence mnlis in regard o vour operations?

Mw., Unl. The lizts oftha prisoners of war and olwil
dofendants anﬁ.all ware pudblished, I balisve, on a weskly
bazig. Thars ﬁaa a aﬁﬁﬁk&ﬂt compatition among the military $
intelligense agents over vho weuld have the highest number of
g 2@&K&8&Rt&é o P%a vepresentsd oy rize caches found,

I waulﬁblike “0 stress aleos the rica éashm wag ofien
pothing wore éﬁ&m the subp{y of rice thaet wan necsasary fet
the livellhood for a paotiouler ham&ét or village. We would
go out looking for rice and we weald £ind rica, botause pecple
need rics to iive. ‘

My chniéh, Thank you,.Hr. Chairman.

Mr. Moorhead. Thank ou both very much.

Wo thank you, Me. Reid, for bringing these witnesses
tn the subcomuitie

Tha_subaammitte& will mest next on Wedn adsy in thig
room at 2:90 o'clock p.u. to thear testimeny from outside witmv
ngsges on hlaci market currency manipulation.

_ The committes now stands in recess until Fadvesdyy
alternoon.

{Whareupon, ot 1:00 o'clock p.w. the hearisy was
E’ -
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